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og-The annual message of the president of the 
Ynited States was transmitted to both houses of 
congress on Tuesday last, and is inserted in subse- 
quent pages. It being the last of general Jackson’s 
f .nnual messages it was, from the peculiar condi- 
“Yion of the country, looked for with much anxiety, 
and has, we think, disappointed both parties by the 
“ynoderation of its tone, and the calm dignity of its 
Janguage in reference to our foreign relations—es- 
“pecially in its comments upon the position we oc- 
“cupy in the controversy waging between Texas and 
"Mexico. That portion of it which relates to the 
“currency, is also viewed by the opponents of the 
“administration with less alarm than the former doc- 
“trines advanced by the president; for although their 
experience is opposed to the effects which he 
“asserts have been produced by the creation of 
“the deposite banks, they believe the worst fruits 
“of that system have been witnessed, and that in 
‘the calm which will r piee succeed the late 
‘contest, a more enlarged and liberal plan for ma- 
“gaging the fiscal concerns of the country will be 
Snutually agreed upon. The act for the distribu- 
‘tion of the surplus revenue, which received the re- 
juctant consent of the president, is viewed as the 
“source of many evils to the state governments and 
the people. It is not our province to discuss that 
Measure in the bearings presented; but there is one 
"operation of it that has escaped the president’s at- 
Mention, which is, in our opinion, pregnant with 
qnore mischiefs to the people than can result from 
the most liberal distributions of the surplus. We 
mlude to the measures of the deposite banks to 
Mo meet the demands of the government for the dis- 
“tributive funds in their possession; for to meet 
‘those demands, they must necessarily curtail their 
liscounts to the amount of funds subject to the 
Mrait of the treasury, which it may be neces- 
sary to transfer from one state to another. And 
“tis the surplus, instead of enabling the deposite 
banks to benefit the people, is made the source of 
pry and vexation by unsettling the fiscal re- 
Pdations of the country—for we all know the guard- 
-ed policy of banks, which induces them to view 
Bach other with distrust, and to graduate their 
issues by the issues of other institutions. It is on 
this principle that the curtailment of one or two 
Mnillions of discounts by a deposite bank, or its re- 
| fisal to grant discounts to the same amount, checks 
“he ability of other banks to relieve the people— 
“and hence some of the difficulties which at present 
"enbarrass the money market. 
» Under the present system it is, we think, impos- 
sible to devise a plan by which the revenue can be 
_ tsed as the basis of discounts by the deposite banks, 
Without producing the evils which are now felt in 
$0 much bitterness. For if the reductions are ever 
$0 gradual in anticipation of the annual drafts of 
The treasury, the effect will be the same, though its 
“fonsequences may not be so immediate—As those 
“Danks cannot from the peculiar manner in which 
“they are constituted, act with that unity which will 
Maintain a proper equilibrium in the fiscal relations 
'P{the states: and they must, therefore, either keep the 
‘p°vernment funds locked up in their vaults, or use 
‘fem subject to the fluctuations which the antici- 
‘Pation of the annual demands may create. 
', The other topics are discussed in a becoming 
#Pinit, and, as a whole, the message will be general- 

acceptable to the people. 
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|, k%We have on file a number of articles relating 
/40 the present difficulties in the money market, and 
‘¥ he alleged misconduct of the officers of certain 
»Panks, which shall have a place in our next. As 
= Specimen of the former, we insert the following 
#om the Providence “Courier,” which cites it as a 
‘common case.” 

| ‘transaction. The following transaction, which 
Hook place in Boston during the last week, will 
®ve some idea of the straits to which even the 
ich are reduced: A rich man had borrowed ten 
#ousand dollars of an institution, which circum- 
‘lances required that he should pay on such a day. 
"© gave his notes to one of our banks for six 
4 onths, on interest, and obtained notes of the bank. 
f° then paid a broker one per cent. to get the mo- 
fy for him, giving those notes as security. The 
Proker obtained the money at two and a half per 
F°nt. a month for six maseithee Thus eighteen hun- 
red dollars! were paid for the ten thousand dol- 
| Vor LI Ste. 15, 











lars for six months. How many can afford such 
sacrifices long? 





§gThe letter of Mr. Biddle, president of the 
bank of the United States, to the hon. John Quinc 
Adams, in relation to he affairs of that institution, 
will be found in the present sheet, and is particu- 
larly interesting in connection with the president’s 
strictures upon the late bank. 

If the capital of the United States bank had been 
distributed, and the charter broken up, the division, 
according to Mr. Biddle’s letter, would have been 
as follows: 

There were, in all, 3,417 stockholders: —Of whom 
there were Pennsylvanians 590, other citizens of 
the United States 2,267, foreigners 560. 

To these the funds would be appropriated as fol- 
lows: 

To the New England states 
New York and New Jersey 
Delaware, Maryland and the District 


$3,111,000 
4,569,000 


of Columbia 2,027,000 
Virginia and North Carolina 894,000 
South Carolina and Georgia 3,031,000 
Other states 99,000 
Foreigners 9,168,000 
The government of the U. States 6,278,000 
Pennsylvania 5,219,000 


Pennsylvania, owning little more than five mil- 
lions, now has the use and management of thirty- 
five millions of capital. 


{The express mail, bearing the president’s 
message, arrived in Baltimore from Washington in 
2 hours and 5 minutes, having left the latter city at 
20 minutes past 12, and arrived in the former at 25 
minutes past 2 o’clock. It arrived in Philadelphia 
at a quarter past 9 o’clock on the same night, and 
in N. York at 5 minutes past 2 on the next morning. 





{The present sheet contains the report of the 
commissioners of N. Hampshire appointed to inves- 
tigate the “Indian Stream difficulties;” see page 231. 





| THe MONEY MARKET. Notwithstanding the 
continuance of the pressure, Saturday passed off 
without any commercial disaster. The payments 
of merchants on that day, are said to have been 
eight millions, and not a note lay over. An opinion 
is gaining ground that the crisis is past, and that 
the money market will shortly be easier. We hope 
‘so. On Friday, in Philadelphia, the United States 
bank discounted 900,000 dollars, and the Girard bank 
$300,000. Things were becoming easier there. 
(NV. Y. Com. of Monday. 

In reference to the above, the New York “£z- 
press” says, that the 900,000 dollars which the U. 
States bank discounted in one day, was in mer- 
chants’ notes; and that when this great discount 
was made, the directors had before them southern 
paper, which, if cashed, would have given the bank 
$6,000 nett profit for the exchange. 





A GREAT pAy. The amount of notes which 
fell due on Friday and Saturday was very great, 
especially among the grocers. On Saturday the 
amount paid into the banks was estimated at eight 
millions of dollars. Every merchant’s note was 
promptly paid. [N. Y. Jour. of Com. 

From Frortpa. The Jacksonville Courier of 
the 24th ult. contains a letter from col, Mills, con- 
firming the accounts received a few days ago, of 
two actions. with the Seminoles, by the forces under 
general Call. The Wythlacoochee wascrossed on 
the 13th of November, with the friendly Creeks, 
commanded by col. Pierce, three hundred regulars 
and col. Mills’ battalion of East Florida volunteers. 
On the same day, a detachment of the Tennessee 
volunteers encountered and defeated the Indians at 
Warm Spring, not far from the Wahoo Swamp, sup- 
posed to be about four hundred strong; nineteen 
were found dead after the action. Next day, gov. 
Call met, it is supposed, the whole body of the ene- 
my in the Wahoo Swamp, and after a short brush, 
it being night, he thought it best to retreat a short 
distance, to encamp, where he intended to remain 
until he effected a junction with the other division 





of the army. The whole American force that had 
left Fort Drane, is two thousand two hundred. 


Micurean. A state convention is to be held on 
the 14th inst. for the purpose of reversing the deci- 
sion of the former convention rejecting the terms 
presented by congress for the admission of that ter- 


y | ritory into the union as a member of the contedera- 


cy. There is little doubt that the new convention 
will accept the terms of admission. It will be 
seen, however, in our items of election news, that 
she has chosen electors of president and vice presi- 
dent, as if she was already a member of the union. 


From Mexico. A letter to the editors of the 
New York Daily “Express,” dated Mexico, Octo- 
ber 22, says—It is not improbable that Mr. Ellis, 
the American charge at Mexico, will soon demand 
his passports, and go home. I learn that he has 
sent to the government a long list of complaints, 
DEMANDING answers within a reasonable time, and 
also reparation for the violation of the flag of the 
United States in the seizure of an Amerrican brig 
at Vera Cruz. 

It is the report that he will go home if these de- 
mands are not answered satisfactorily. I learn 
that many days have elapsed, and that no answer 
has been given. I am certain that he will go home 
if no satisfaction is given. Mr. Ellis at the pre- 
sent time is in poor health, which may delay his 
departure, or protract his negotiations. 

On the part of the priests and the present go- 
vernment, there is no good feeling towards the U. 
States. North Americans live an uneasy life here, 
not knowing what to expect from day to day. I 





send this letter to take its chance by the way of 
Havana. 


Texas. The hon. Wm. H. Wharton, appoint- 
ed minister to this government from Texas, with 
full powers to procure the acknowledgement of the 





independence of that country and its annexation to 
| the United States, has arrived at New Orleans. 

| ‘The government now consists of Samuel Hous- 
ton, president, M. B. Lamar, vice president, T. J. 
Rusk, secretary of war, H. Smith, secretary of state, 
S. F, Austin, secretary of the treasury and George 
Fisher, secretary of the navy. We have before us 
inaugural addresses from president Houston and 
vice president Lamar, which, with some resolutions 
passed by the congress, in relation to the recogni- 
tion of the independence of the country, shall have 
a place in the next “REGISTER.” 

Two commissioners had arrived from Mexico, to 
negotiate for a peace and an arrangement of diffi- 
culties. They had been allowed an interview with 
Santa Ana, but the propositions they were autho- 
rised to make had not transpired. 

The blockade of Matamoras has been raised by 
president Houston. 

The Texas Telegraph was again suggesting and 
advocating, by authority as supposed, the appoint- 
ment of general James Hamilton, of South Caroli- 
na, to the chief command of the Texian armies. 


“Capt. ETHAN ALLEN Hitcucock, of the U. 
States army, and aid to gen. Gaines in his Florida 
and Sabine campaigns, has been appointed governor 
of Liberia. He is a very efficient officer and an 
estimable man.” 

[ We find the above in the New York papers. It 
is true, we believe, that captain Hitchcock has 
been offered, by a unanimous vote of the board of 
managers, the office of governor of Liberia, but it 
is not known whether he accepts the appointment. 
We cordially unite in the favorable opinion ex- 
pressed of his qualifications, which, indeed, we 
deem superior to those of any other citizen within 
our knowledge for the office in question, and there- 
fore, as friends of the society, we sincerely hope 
he will accept the trust which has been tendered to 
him. [ Nat. Intel.] 

A BUSINESS TRANSACTION. The N. Y. Journal 
of Commerce states that Mr. Stevens, a jeweller in 
Dey street, who was some time ago robbed of a large 
amount of jewelry, for the recovery of which he 
offered a reward of 4,000 dollars, was accosted in 
the street a few evenings since, and told if he would 
call at a certain house, at an hour named, and pa 
the 4,000 dollars, he should receive back his jewel- 
ry. He did so—paid his money, and received his 





} property. 


pect 


ee 
. 
nie 
iz 
“¥¢ 
vy 
het 
> 


pant ae 
ae 


ot 


ev 


gsc Spe 


Mak 0s Ant 























rh a 2S a ewe 


cm ccc ME 


a a 


ETRE, ste OS 


226 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—DEC. 10, 1836—MISCELLANEOUS. 








THE PRESIDENT’S HEALTH. From the ‘ Globe” 
of Tuesday. The health of the president has pr. 
ally improved, but he is still extremely feeble, and 
unable to meet company. He gives his attention, 
a few hours every day, to communications laid be- 
fore him by his cabinet; but he is absolutely inter- 
dicted by his physician (Dr. Hunt) from receiving 
his friends, as the effort to converse threatens a re- 
turn of the hemorrhage, which, in his present weak 
condition, might be attended with instant sutfoca- 
tion. 


THE MILITARY courT of inquiry, as will be 
seen in another part of this sheet, is now duly or- 
ganized at Frederick, Md. Gen. Scott opened his 
defence on Tuesday, and the examination of wit- 
nesses commenced on Wednesday. Gen. Gaines 
had not yet reached that place, having been detain- 
ed at Mobile by the indisposition of his lady, who, 
we regret to state, died in that city on the 29th ult. 
after a protracted illness. 


EXPRESS MAIL. We learn from the Globe, that 
an arrangement has been made, by which the ex- 
press mail going east, will leave Washington, dur- 
ing the session of congress, at six o’clock in the 
evening, arrive in Baltimore at 8}, in Philadelphia 
at 64 next morning, and in New York at 3 the next 
evening. 

An attempt was made on Sunday morning to 
stop the express mail south of Philadelphia, on the 
Gray’s ferry road beyond the bridge. 

he express mail of yesterday, between this cit 
and New York, was discovered to be on fire, whic 
was not extinguished until two of the paper bags 
were partially destroyed. [ Nat. Gaz. 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. Andrew 


Mr. Moore, whose term of service expires on the 
4th of March next. The vote stood, for McKinley 
72, for Hopkins 45. 

Missouri. The legislature of this state met at 
Jefferson on the Z1st ult. Mr. Jamison was elect- 
ed speaker of the house without opposition. We 
have not seen a copy of the governor’s message. 
ArxaANnsAs. This state has passed resolutions 
directing its senators to vote in favor of Mr. Ben- 
ton’s expunging resolutions. The legislature has 
also chartered two banks, one a state bank with a 
capital of a million and a half of dollars; the other 
a real estate bank with a capital of two millions of 
dollars. 

SENATOR PorTER. The Louisiana Advertiser of 
November 25, says: “The hon. Alexander Porter 
expects to leave his residence at Oaklawn, in At- 
takapas, about the 10th of December, to resume 
his seat in the senate of the United States, by the 
time congress is ready to commence active busi- 
ness.” 

THE ANNUAL TREASURY REPORT was trans- 
mitted to both houses of congress on the first day of 
the session. It shall have a place in our next—in 
the meantime we avail ourselves of the following 
abstract of its contents prepared by the editors of 
the “Intelligencer.” 


Receipts and expenditures for 1836. The balance 
in the treasury on the ist of January last was 
$26,749,803. The receipts for 1836 are estimated 
at $47,691,898, of which the receipts froin customs 
for the three first quarters have been $17,523,151, 
and the receipts from lands $20,048,029. The ez- 
penditures for 1836 are ascertained and estimated at 


Jackson, jr. to be secretary under the 6th section of | 931,435,032, of which the payments for the mili- 


the aet to reorganize the general land office, approv- 
ed the 4th of July, 1836, in the place of A. J. Don- 
elson, resigned. . 

Matthew Burchard, of Ohio, to be solicitor of the 
general land office, in the place of Wyllis Silfiman, 
declined. 


PENNSYLVANIA. ‘The legislature commenced 
its session on Monday last, gen. Cunningham (anti- 
V.B.) was elected speaker of the senate—for Cun- 
ningham 18, A. H. Read 18, David Middlecoff 1 
and William T. Rogers 1. Lewis Dewart (V. B.) 
was elected speaker of the house. The whigs run 
John Parker, and the anti-masons Walter Oliver. 
Dewart received 68 votes, John Parker 9, Walter 
Oliver 19, Hopkins 1. 


ViretnraA. On Monday last the legislature of 
this state commenced its session. Stafford H. Par- 
ker was unanimously elected speaker of the senate, 
and Linn Banks, without opposition, speaker of the 
house of delegates. 

The majority, officially ascertained, for the Van 
Buren ticket in this state, is 6,893 votes. Other 
votes, “‘not strictly in form,” says the Enquirer, 
and therefore not counted, would have made the 
total majority in Virginia for the Van Buren ticket 
7,433. 


NortH Carorina. The hon. Robert Strange 
has been chosen a senator of the United States by 
the legislature of this state, to fill the temporary 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Man- 
gum. The vote stood thus:—Strange (V. B.) 85; 
Settle ;(whig) 83; scattering, (a whig vote) 1.— 
The legislature has determined, almost unanimous- 
ly, to accept that portion of the surplus revenue 
allotted to North Carolina under the deposite act. 


SoutH Carona. The legislature of this state 
met at Columbia on Monday week. Patrick No- 
ble was elected president of the senate, and D. L, 
Wardlaw was eiected speaker of the house of re- 
presentatives. From the message of gov. McDuffie 
we have published an extract relative to the revo- 
lution in Texas, which cannot fail to command the 
attention of our readers 

GreororA. The Augusta Sentinel of the 2d inst. 
announces the resignation of colonel George W. B. 
Towns, a member of the house of representatives 
from this state. His resignation only extends to 
the present session of congress, and not to the seat 
to which he was elected in October. He gives as 
a reason for his resignation the vote of the state for 
judge White, which he thinks equivalent to an in- 
struction to resign. 


AraBaMA, Col. McKinley of Lauderdale, has 


been elected a senator from this state, in place of'| 


tary service, (including fortifications), during the 
three first quarters, have amounted to $13,010,061. 

Deducting the expenditures of the year, ascer- 
tained and probable, from the receipts, the balance 
which will be in the treasury on the Ist of January, 
1837, is estimated at $43,005,669, and, deducting 
the “unavailable funds” of $1,080,000, leaving ‘the 
available balance” $41,925,669. [This does not 
include the balance to the credit of the post office 
department at the end of the year, estimated at 
$513,920. ] 


Revenue and expenditures for 1837. The receipts 
are estimated as follows: customs, $16,500,000; 
lands, $5,000,000; bank stock and miscellaneous, 
$2,500,000. The expenditures (including 1,000,000 
dollars for usual excess of appropriations beyond 
estimates) are estimated at $26,755,831. 


Imports and exports. The imports during the 
year ending 30th September, 1836, are ascertained 
and estimated at $173,540,000, shewing an increase, 
compared with the preceding year, of $23,644,258. 
The exports during the same period are ascertained 
and estimated at $121,739,000, of which 101,105,000 
dollars were domestic products, and the residue 
foreign, exhibiting an aggregate increase, compar- 
ed with the preceding year, of $35,423, and an 
amount exceeding the average of the last three 
years by $5,829,150. 


The surplus revenue. The recommendations of the 
last annual report are renewed, and reductions sug- 
gested of duties on raw materials of foreign origin 
used in some of our important manufactures, and 
next on articles of comfort and necessity for the 
people generally. A prohibition of the sale of the 
public domain to any but actual settlers is also men- 
tioned as another mode of curtailing the revenue. 


The public money. An account is given of the 
measures adopted in pursuance of the act of June 
23d, 1836, to regulate the deposites of the public 
money, and some recommendations are made of 
prospective provisions on the subject, such as au- 
thority to discontinue as deposite banks, when no 
longer necessary, those selected under the late act, 
&e. 

The mint and the currency. The coinage of the 
mint, from the Ist of January to the Ist of Novem- 
ber, 1836, has been, of gold, $3,619,440, and of sil- 
ver, $2,877,000. The establishment of a gold coin 
of one dollar is again urged upon congress. The 
quantity of gold now in the country is estimated at 
$15,000,000. The secretary of the treasury calcu- 
lates the whole specie in the country in October, 
1833, at thirty millions of dollars, and the whole 
specie now in the country at seventy-three millons. 

arious speculations on the subject occupy a num- 
ber of pages in this part of the report. 

Miscellaneous. The report concludes with seve- 
ral suggestions of a miscellaneous character, among 
| which the renewed recommendation of the adoption 
of measures for regulating steamboat navigation 





- 


must meet with very general approbation from all 
those who have as much horror as we have of thoge 
appalling catastrophes which class themselves un- 


der the head of “steamboat disasters!” - 


THE TREASURY. Treasury department, Dec. 9 
1836. In compliance with the resolution of the ge. 
nate of the Ist July last, directing that, «during the 
ensuing recess of congress the secretary of the trea. 
sury cause to be published, at the commencement 
of each month, a statement of the amount of money 
in the treasury subject to draft, and, also, the 
amount standing to the credit of disbursing offi. 
cers,” the undersigned hereby gives public notice 

that the amount of money in the treasury subject 
to draft, as shown by the running account of th 

treasurer, was, on the Ist instant, $42,899,167 49 
and “the amount standing to the credit of the dis. 
bursing officers,”’ as shown by the latest returns re. 
ceived, was $4,177,219 38. Of the amount of mo. 
ney in the treasury subject to draft, the sum of 
$430,822 64 belongs to special trusts, and is not 
applicable to the public service 

Levi Woopsory, sec. of the treasury, 


RESERVED RIGHTS. The following excellent 
hit is not without its moral. 

Standing upon our reserved rights. 
“John,” said a gentleman to his coachman, «go 
to the well and get a pitcher of water.” 

«‘Excuse me, sir,” said John, “it is not my busi. 
ness.” 

“True! true! I had forgotten. Harness the horse, 
and put to, John, and bring the coach to the front 
door.”’ 

“Yes, sir.”’ 

The coach is brought. 

‘“Thomas—take the pitcher, get into the coach, 
John will drive you to the gate. Geta pitcher of 
water and let John drive you back again to the door, 
and he may then put up.” ; 

Query. How much trouble did John save him- 
self by not going for the water. 





LIEUTENANT WILKEs of the navy, who recent- 
ly went to England and France, for the purpose of 
purchasing instruments for the South Sea expedi- 
tion, has met with a highly flattering reception, 
and has been singularly successful in procuring the 
scientific aid which he required. The New York 
Times says that the law authorising the expedition 
has commanded the admiration of the scientific men 
of Great Britain and they are loud and warin in the 
commendations of the liberal minded and enlight- 
ened policy to be carried into effect by our govern- 
ment. he just expectations, not only of the 

eople of this country, but of the scientific men of 
eadtend, must not, and we are sure will not, be 
disappointed. 





Tue TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS now in Florida 
have borne themselves with a gallantry deserving 
the highest praise. After they had left Fort Drane, 
on their first march towards the Wythlacoochee, a 
detachment of sixty of their body was detailed as 
a front guard, and when they were about seeking a 
suitable place for encampment for the night, the 
following incidents occurred. They are related in 
the official account of the officer of the day:— 

“Some Indian camps on the left were discovered, 
which showed conclusively that Indians were not 
far distant—upon further scrutiny, an Indian poney 
was discovered tied, not far off, at sight of whic 
the whole front with simultaneous movement charg- 
ed at high speed, which charge was kept up for 3 
or 4 miles, signs still becoming stronger, until at 
length we discovered a band of Indians retreating 
at full speed. We pursued and effected the cap- 
ture of twelve, and the killing of fourteen, that had 
been seen: some escaped towards the Wythlacoo- 
chee, what number I am unable to say, but supposé 
there might have been fifteen or twenty that escap- 
ed. It affords me great pleasure to say that on that 
occasion each man acted with no less gallant beat- 
ing than would have distinguished a Roman soldier 
in the proudest days of the empire. The conduct 
of each officer and soldier on that occasion merits 
special comment, but time and opportunity forbid 
that I should dwell upon particulars. Permit me to 
say however that major Upshaw acted with age 
uished gallantry in the charge, and during the al- 
ray he pursued an armed warrior to the edge of a 
thick hammock and despatched him by splitting his 
scull by a blow from his Bowie knife—while the 
Indian’ was deliberately raising his rifle to his 
shoulder to shoot his assailant. Capt. Grundy an 
15 of his company charged in a body, with great 
enthusiasm, the capt. himself despatching an are 
ed warrior by a shot from his yager.” 
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__———— : 
| THE DEPOSITE BILL. At an internal improve- 
went convention at Nashville, on the 12th ult. the 
snorable Adam Huntsman, member of congress, 
yk occasion to deny a rumor that president Jack- 
an intended to recommend a repeal of the distribu- 
‘on or deposite bill in his next message. We 
ote from the report of his remarks— 
* «General Jackson was deliberately, and from fuil 
snvietion, committed to the support of the princi- 
les developed in that bill. He spoke, he said, 
uthoratively, and from facts which came personal- 
y under his own observation. He was present 
hen the deposite bill came from the senate. It 
vas handed to general Jackson, who said that in its 
resent shape he would veto it from constitutional 
principles, but that he could frame an amendment 
hich, if adopted, would meet with his full appro- 
pation, and enable him to approve it without any 
ycrifice of principle. He was requested to do so 


and retired with the attorney general, B. F. But- | 


or, wrote the amendment, which was copied by his 
veretary, Mr. Donelson, and handed to Mr. An- 
hony, a devoted friend of the president’s from 
Pennsylvania, who offered it in the house, where it 
as finally adopted, and being then fully and un- 
pquivocally expressive of Jackson’s sentiments, 
as approved by him, and is now the law of the 


and. 
To the editors of the National Intelligencer. 
Washington, Dec. 8, 1836. 

Messrs. Gales & Seaton: On looking over your 
aper of the 5th December, I see something which 
surports to be an extract of a speech of mine, de- 
ivered at the rail road convention, which was held 
a October last, in Nashville. It is true that I had 
he honor of being a member of that convention, 
and it is equally true I made a speech. But, as 
he reporter of it has entirely mistaken my lan- 
uage upon that occasion, I will take the liberty of 
orrecting it by stating, through your paper, what I 
did say. 

[n answer to a remark of a gentleman who alleg- 
ed that the president intended, at the ensuing ses- 
ion of congress, to recommend the repeal of the 
eposite bill, I replied that I did not believe he had 
ny such intention: that it was pretty well under- 





tood In congress that, in the shape which the bill 
ane from the senate, the executive had some con- | 
titutional objections to it, and would most probably | 


conducts the trialk The proceedings, when we 
have been present, consisted of nothing more than 
the mere reading, by the judge advocate, of the 
communications from and to the war department 
during the southern war, with an occasional re- 
mark or explanation from general Scott, whose 
conduct is at present considered by the court.— 
Although from the fact that the proceedings are 
eonducted almost entirely in writing, they are not 
calculated generally to interest those who are not 
familiar with the whole subject, or who do not un- 
derstand the minutia of the campaign, yet the pre- 
sence of so many of the noble and gallant officers, 
who have oft-times planted the standard of victory 
upon the camps of their country’s enemies, has an 
imposing effect. They now having exchanged the 
field for the forum, are solemnly engaged in the 
trial of one of their fellow officers, who, like them- 
selves, has often won the applause of his country- 
men by his ay and daring, but has been 
unsuccessful in the late contest, surrounded, as it 
appears to have been, with numberless difficulties, 
which cannot be appreciated by those not having 
experienced them. 

‘General Gaines, it is said, objects to general 
Macomb as a member of the court, so far as he is 
concerned. The severe indisposition of his lady, 
we understand, detains him for the present at Mo- 
bile.” 


THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION. We are happy 
to perceive that all diligence is used in fitting out 
the vessels destined for this interesting and import- 
ant service. We were yesterday favored with an 
opportunity of examining the interior and appli- 
ances of the fine staunch store ship, lately built at 
our navy yard, under the immediate superintendence 
of commodore Barrom. No pains seem to have 
been spared to render her in all respects suited to 
her destination. She carries a small armament on 
her upper deck, and is calculated to receive about | 
3,000 barrels of freight. The health and comfort 
of her crew will doubtless be much promoted by 
the effectual though simple apparatus for ventila- 
tion, invented by that officer, capable of producing 
a complete renovation of the air of her hold in the 
course of a few minutes. We observed also) 











‘an improved apparatus in the cook’s department | 


adapted to the use of anthracite, and learned that! 


Tue Pea Patcu. This is an island in the ri- 
ver Delaware, the title to which has long been in 
dispute. A suit involving the title was tried last 
week in Trenton, by the circuit court of the United 
States. The lessor of the plaintiff resting his claim 
upon a warrant from the proprietors of West Jer- 
se as also upon a grant derived from New Jersey. 
The defendant is in possession under the general 
hth sean and their title rests upon an act passed 

y the legislature of the state of Delaware in May, 
1815. It presented the interesting question, how 
far the state of Delaware can extend her boundary 
under the deed of feoffment from the duke of York 
to William Penn, in 1682, of New Castle, and a 
twelve mile’s circle. The trial resulted in a ver- 
dict for the plaintiff. 

Messrs. Wall, Frelinghuysen and Southard were 
for the plaintiff. 

James C. Green, the attorney general for the 
United States for New Jersey district, for defend- 
ants. 





FROM THE SABINE. 
Correspondence of the Newark, (N.J.) Daily Ad- 
vertiser. 

Fort Jesup, (La.) November 12. 

We are resting upon our arms. Like that cele- 
brated marshal who marched his troops up the hill, 
and macrhed them down again, we have moved in 
martial columns upon the enemy’s territory, and 
are here again snugly fixed in winter quarters! I 
know not what the country may think of the ope- 
rations of our forces on this frontier, but there is 
but one sentiment here, which is that money, time 
and character have been most ingloriously squander- 
ed. Dreaming in my quarters sometimes, I fancy 
myself the weli-dressed puppet of a show, moved 
about with my fellow mutes to show off the dexter- 
ity and skill of the master juggler who moves the 
wires. I am trespassing, perhaps, but verily ’twere 
better to be a dog and bay the moon, than such a 
Roman. I shall be with you speedily. 

Four companies at camp Sabine, three in the 
Caddo region, nine at the ultima thule of our ope- 
rations, (Nacogdoches), and the same number in 
this forlorn position, is the present disposition of 
our strength. A gentleman came in yesterday from 
Columbia, (Texas), from whom we learn that every 
thing was quict there. The authorities are more 


rtoit. I furthermore stated, that T had been in- | she has already on board a three years’ stock of that | anxious te promote the arts of peace than those of 


formed by such authority, or sources as left no 
loubtin my mind of its correctness, that the presi- 
enthad said that an amendment or section could 
e framed which would steer clear of constitutional 
objections; and that he had been requested to point 
ut the terms of such an amendment, and that, by 
the co-operation of the attorney general, the amend- 
ient which was ultimately offered by the member 
ion Pennsylvania (Mr. Anthony), and adopted by 
both houses, had undergone the revision of the ex- 
cutive; and, inasmuch as the president had a full 
and thorough knowledge of all its bearings, and had 
gwen it his approval, I did not believe he intended 
0recommend its repeal, as the same reasons which 
would have operated in his mind in regard to its 
repeal would have induced him to have placed his 
veto upon it instead of approving it, in the first in- 
stance, 
This is the substance of what I stated in the 
convention. A. Huntsman, 


THE MILITARY COURT OF INQUIRY. The 
Fredericktown (Md.) Herald of Saturday gives the 
ollowing account of the meeting and proceedings 
ofthe military court of inquiry in that city. 
“Our town is at present enlivened by the pre- 
‘nce of many of the most distinguished officers of 
‘te United States army, who are in attendance on 
this court. Among them are the following: 
“Maj. gen. Macomb, maj. gen. Scott, brig. gen. 
“Mtkcinson, gen. Sanford, col. Bankhead, col. Kenan, 
col. Lindsey, maj. Huson, captain Cooper, captain 
McCall, capt. Hitchcock, capt. Green, capt. Dim- 
nock, capt. Lee, capt. Newcomb, (resigned) for- 
nerlv of the United States army. 
“The court, consisting of maj. gen. Macomb and 
thes generals Atkinson and Brady, proceeded to 
‘'siness on Monday last. There duty was to in- 
re into the causes of the failure of the southern 
‘ampaign, and also into the propriety of the publi- 


— of certain orders by general Gaines, or other 
icers, 


“Asa court of inquiry is somewhat- unusual in 
Sur country, some curiosity has been felt to know 
. © course and mode of their proceedings. The 
‘ourt is held in public, (the house lately occupied 
'y Casper Weaver, esq. being used for that pur- 
Pose) and many visiters, both male and female, 
‘ave attended the investigation. All the officers 


. . - a . | 
' discoveries, ascertain that the human faculties are | 


fuel. Should our explorers find themselves at the | 


south, passing a winter in a scene analogous to that | 
of Melville island, they will, no doubt, among other | 
wondrously quickened by a due apptication of this | 
most excellent coinbustible. We heard it stated 
that she is to sail in a day or two for her rendez- 
vous at Norfolk, where she will take in her stores. 
[ Poulson’s Philadelphia American. 
| 

ImporTANT surr. An action has been in course | 
of trial in the United States Circuit Court for the 
last three days, which is of a very important nature, 
as it affects the community at large. In the cause 
referred to the bank of Bridgeport, appeared as the 
plaintiffs, and sought to recover from Lewis L. Ne- 
vins and others, defendants, the sum of $3,000, 
which, in July 1833, was put on board the Provi- 
dence steamboat by the defendants for the plaintiffs, 
but which, along with a large amount of other mo- 
ney, was stolen from the steamboat previous to her 
leaving this city. 

This is the second suit which has arisen out of 
this loss. The first was brought by the plaintiffs 
against the proprietors of the steamboat, and sought 
to make them, as common carriers, liable for the 
amount stolen; having failed, however, in that cause, 
they now proceeded against the defendants for not 
having taken sufficient care of the money previous 
to the steamboat actually starting for her destination; 
and also, on account of the amount sent having 
failed to reach the persons for whom it was intend- 
ed. 

His honor, judge Thompson, charged the jury at 
very great length, and urged as the material point 
for their consideration; first, whether the defendants 
had contracted with the plaintiffs to put the money 
on board the steamboat which he stated, according 
to the evidence of Mr. Morgan, if he was to be be- 
lieved they clearly had; and, 2d, whether in doing 





sv they had by their servant been guilty of negli- 
rence, or had used due and proper care and caution. 
It being three o’clock when the learned judge had 
finished his charge, the jury were directed to bring 
in a sealed verdict in the morning. 

Atabout 11 o’clock at night, the jury having been 
utterly unable to agree, two of them became ill, and 
soliciting, obtained the permission of the court to 
go home, which they did. Yesterday morning they 
all came into court, and stating their inability to 





tend in full-dress uniform, and the judge advocate 


agree, were discharged. [N. Y. Trans. 





war just now. The ravages of the war upon the 
agriculture of the country are now seriously felt. 
Mr. Burnet had resigned the remainder of his 
term, and will, it is said, free himself from all re- 
sponsibility as speedily as possiblee * * * 





THE ARMY—OFFICIAL. 
GENERAL ORDER, No. 80. 
Head quarters of the army, adj’t general’s office, 
Washington, November 30, 1836. 

I.—The troops stationed at Fort Dearborn, Chi- 
cago, will immediately proceed to Fort Howard, 
and join the garrison at that post. Such public 
property as may be left at Fort Dearborn, will re- 
main in charge of brevet major Plympton, of the 
5th infantry, who will continue in command of the 
post until otherwise instructed. 

II.—All the recruits of the 2d regiment of dra- 
goons will be immediately organized into companies 
of sixty men, with two officers attached to each, and 
be held in readiness for orders to jom the army in 
Florida at the shortest notice. The companies will 
be armed with carbines, and be commanded by the 
lieut. colonel or major of the regiment. 

III.—The superintendent of the recruiting ser- 
vice, eastern department, will despatch from the 
central depot, with as little delay as practicable, the 
number of recruits required for the following desig- 
nated regiments and posts: 

For the squadron of Ist dragoons, Fort Gibson 

For companies A, D, G, E, I, 4th infantry, 
now, or lately at Suwanee Oldtown, Florida, 
agreeably to previous orders : 

For 31 companies of artillery, serving in Flo- 
rida 

For company (C) 2d artillery, and company 

(B) 3d artillery, and forts Monroe and Ha- 

milton 
For company (1) 2d artillery, and 
Companies B and I, 4th ye! 

at or near Fort Mitchell, Alabama. 


75 


119 
550 


61 


Ras 


849 

IV.—The detachment of 77 recruits, ordered to 

Baton Rouge and New Orleans, from the western 

recruiting depot, in September last, is assigned to, 

and will accordingly be mustered in the 4th regi- 
ment of infantry. 

V.—The resignation of the following named of- 
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30 


| ficersthave been accepted by the president of the 
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United States, to take effect at the dates set eppo- 
site to each respectively, to wit: 

Capt. T. Hunt, 5th infantry, 31st October, 1836. 

Capt, H. Smith, 6th infantry, 16th November, 
1836. 

Capt. W. M. Boyce, Ist infantry, 14th Novem- 
ber, 1836. 

Ist Kieutenant J. McClellan, 1st artillery, 19th 
November, 1836. 

Ist lieutenant T. B. W. Stockton, Ist infantry, 
30th November, 1836. 

Ist lieutenant J. W. Barry, 1st artillery, 30th 
November, 1836. 

Ist lieutenant G. W. Ward, 2d artillery, 31st 
December, 1836. 

2d lieutenant M. Churchill, ist artillery, 30th 
November, 1836. 

2d lieutenant W. B. Arvin, 4th artillery, 30th 
November, 1836. 

Assistant surgeon W. A. Berry, medical staff, 
19th November, 1836. 

Meat ae Thomas Lawson having been = 
pointed by the president the surgeon general of the 
army, will immediately proceed to the city of 
a and enter upon the duties of his 
office. 

By order of Alexander Macomb, major general 
commanding-in-chief. R. JONES. adjt. gen. 


PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 
MARYLAND. 

Wednesday last being the day appointed by the 
constitution of the United States for the electors to 
assemble in the capitol of their respective states to 
cast the votes for president and vice president, the 
electors chosen in Maryland assembled in the se- 
nate chamber at Annapolis, and organized by ap- 
pointing George Hwoard, esq. of Anne Arundel, 

resident and Joseph H. Nicholson, esq. secretary. 
Mtr. Purnell, one of the electors, being absent, the 
electors, in virtue of the act of 1833, ch. 261, pro- 
ceeded to fill the vacancy in their body, and Thomas 
G. Pratt, esq. of Prince George’s was elected.— 
The ten votes were then cast for Williem H. Har- 
rison as president and John Tyler as vice president. 
The three certificates required were then prepared 
and signed, as were the credentials of the bearer of 
the return, J. H. Nicholson, esq.—and the college 
adjourned sine die. 

After the adjournment of the college Mr. Purnell 
arrived, having been detained in consequence of 
the grounding of the steamboat, which did not ar- 
rive at Annapolis until 6 o’clock, P. M. 

TENNESSEE—OFFICIAL. 





White. Van Buren. 
Anderson 221 81 
Benton 95 153 
Bedford 1,500 1,614 
Bledsoe 222 15 
Blount 564 153 
Campbell 157 147 
Carter 495 46 
Carroll 802 202 
Cocke 309 7 
Claiborne 329 $0 
Davidson 1,334 985 
Dickson 203 426 
Dyer 146 55 
Fayette 886 879 
Fentress 166 7 
Franklin 448 1,199 
Gibson 702 152 
Giles 508 796 
Grainger 601 16 
Greene 695 724 
Hardeman 459 531 
Hamilton 215 158 
Hardin 252 141 
Haywood 551 266 
Hawkins 770 481 
Henderson 831 87 
Henry 645 498 
Hickman 149 621 
Humphreys 124 175 
Jackson 710 263 
Jefferson 577 23 
Johnson 169 24 
Knox 965 86 
Lawrence 228 272 
Lincoln 752 1,479 
Madison 1,111 169 
Marion 287 170 
Maury 1,210 1,997 
Mei 163 106 
McMinn 824 428 
MeNairy 374 152 
Montgomery 745 467 
Monroe 563 288 
Morgan 85 3 
Obion 164 105 
Overton 250 557 





Perry 427 120 
Roane 460 110 
Robertson 862 609 
Rutherford 1,179 1,000 
Sevier 253 2 
Shelby 488 310 
Smith 1,296 332 
Stewart 169 402 
Sullivan 302 934 
Sumner 748 1,160 
Tipton 346 331 
Warren 394 1,172 
Washington 439 760 
Wayne 272 155 
Weakley 248 311 
Wilson 1,610 553 
White 750 100 
Williamson 1,491 402 

85,962 76,120 


9,842 majority for White. 

The new counties of Cannon, Coffee, Marshall, 
Bradley and Lauderdale, it is supposed, vote with 
the old counties from which they were tespective- 
ly divided. The returns here given are therefore 
complete and official. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

All the returns from this state have been receiv- 
ed, and the official result is—26,910 for the Van 
Buren and 23,626 for the whig electors. Van Bu- 
ren majority 3,284. 

MISSOURI. 

The St. Louis Bulletin of the 26th ult. contains 
the official presidential election returns from all the 
counties of Missouri except four. The Van Buren 
majority is 3,604. 

ARKANSAS. 

This state is gone for Mr. Van Buren. The ma- 
jority not stated. 

ILLINOIS. 

The official returns from this state, give the Van 
Buren ticket 17,276 votes, and the union ticket 
14,292 votes. 

ALABAMA. 

It is stated that the Van Buren majority in this 

state will be more than 4,000. 
LOUISIANA. 
The Van Buren majority in this state, is said to 
be 270. 
MISSISSIPPI. 
This is the only state to be heard from. 
MICHIGAN. 

This young state, anticipating the period of her 
admission into the union, has, it appears, actually 
held an election for electors of president and vice 
president of the United States, though not yet a 
member of the union. The Detroit Free Press, of 
November 26, reports the result, in a table ‘‘pre- 
pared from the official canvass of each county as 
returned to the secretary’s office; from which it 
appears that in nine counties out of twenty-two 
the opponents of the Van Buren electoral ticket 
did not vote at all,and that the result of all the 
votes actually received and counted gives for the 
Van Buren ticket an average of about 7,400 votes, 
and for the opposing ticket 4,080 votes. 

[ Nat. Int. 








A THIEF IN GRAIN. 
Yew York, Nov. 22. 

Police office —Thieving extraordinary.—Mr. Ho- 
man, police officer, yesterday arrested a small hump- 
back man named Thomas J. Aimes, charged with 
stealing from one of the hotels. On being examin- 
ed at the police office he gave the following account 
of himself, and, on doing so, developed perhaps the 
most extraordinary series of thefts that was ever 
committed by one person in the same space of time. 
He stated that he is 31 years old, was born in Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, arrived here last summer, and 
de up at Lovejoy’s, near one of the ferries; staid 
here two days, stole a linen spencer and two hand- 
kerchiefs from one of the rooms, and left the house; 
he next went to the American hotel, and stole while 
he remained there three silver forks, a dark camlet 
coat, a dress coat with a velvet collar, and a gentle- 
man’s blue cloth spencer; from the American he 
went to the Eastern Pearl Street house, and remain- 
ed there ten days, and stole some few articles of 
trifling value, and went to Con 
stole two table spoons from the dinner table, and 
then went to the Philadelphia house and stole a silk 
umbrella, from thence he went to Blanchard’s, and 
stole a pair of sugar-tongs and a hat; he next went 





to the Orange county house, in Courtlandt street, 
and stole from one of the rooms three shirts, a blue 
cloth vest, and a pair of drab ribbed cassimere pan- 
taloons; then to the Commercial hotel, and stole a 
jair of boots, and left his old shoes in place of them; 
e next visited the National hotel, and stole at differ- 





ent times two silv.2r butter-knives, and a tight-body 


= 


ss Hall, where he | was 


pee 


: : = = : a 
coat; he then went to the City hotel, staid their foy, 
days, and stole a brown silk umbrella, a black coat 
from room 78, a sword cane, and an invisible gree, 
frock coat from room 117, a gold lever watch from 
room 17, (which he sold to a gentleman residing at 
Flushing), a figured silk vest, and two silk hand. 
kerchiefs; he then went to Lovejoy’s, opposite the 
park, staid there a day or two, and stole therefrom 
a petersham overcoat; then went to the North Ame. 
rican hotel, staid there one day, and stole four silyey 
teaspoons and a hat; then went to Mrs. Smith’, 
boarding house, opposite John Niblo’s, and took 4 

air of cloth pantaloons and other articles, which 

e sold; he next went to the York house, took a 
black cloth vest and a blue surtout; then removed 
to Holt’s hotel, where he stole a ¢amlet cloak ang 
two umbrellas; and then went to the Franklin house 
took a camlet ¢loak from the third story, some shirts, 
a pair of pantaloons, a blue body-coat from an upper 
room, three silk handkerchiefs, a green tight-body 
coat, a petersham surtout, a drab surtout, two fir 
caps, and one umbrella, all of which he sold, ang 
then went to the Otsego house, and while there 
stole a black surtout with a silk handkerchief in the 
pocket; he then cleared out and went to the Athe. 
naeum hotel, and stole a pair of blue cloth panta. 
loons, a silk vest, and two large table spoons, which 
he sold, and then went to the Astor house, where 
he had frequently been before, and stole various ar. 
ticles from different parts of the house, namely, 
a valuable diamond finger ring from a room in the 
second story, a diamond breast pin from room 81, 
a blue frock coat out of the third story, a silver 
fruit knife, a pair of light colored pantaloons from 
the fourth story, and a carpet bag containing cloth. 
ing, all of whichhe sold. He then left the city and 
went to Auburn, ard stole a coat and other articles 
from one of the hotels, and set off for Buffalo, 
where he put up at different hotels, and stole from 


several silk handkerchiefs and vests, a blue coat and 
a silver watch. He then went to Utica, where he 
was arrested an/l put in prison, on suspicion of be- 
ing a thief, but was only detained one day and was 
discharged, and came down to Albany and put up 
at Crittenden’s, and stole while he remained there 
one pair of black pantaloons and a gold lever watch 
from one of the parlors; he then went to another 
hotel and stole a few articles, and then left the place 
and went to Troy, where he put up at the principal 
hotels, and robbed them of a black frock coat, pair 
of boots, shirts, handkerchiefs, case of razors, silver 
spoons and forks, and having sold them all he return- 
ed to the city, and again went to the Astor house, 
and stole at different times, a black coat, pair of 
pantaloons, shirts, handkerchiefs, silver spoons and 
forks, and found a gold lever watch in the outhouse, 
which he sold with the other articles, and then went 
to Hartford and put up at the City hotel, and robbed 
it of a blue coat, several umbrellas, shirts and pan- 
taloons, which he sold, and went to Springfield, and 
put up at one of the hotels, from which he stole 
two pairs of pantaloons, several shirts, a fur cap, 
and a silver watch, which he sold, and went to 
Northampton and Palmer Three Rivers; here, how- 
ever, his luck failed him, and he could get nothing 
to steal. He then went to Wooster, put up at 
Brigham’s, where he stole a brown frock coat, a pair 
of cloth pantaloons, two pairs drilling do. some 
shirts, a hat, a silver snuff-box, and a silver lever 
watch. He then went to Boston, and put up at the 
American house, and stole a black coat, two pairs 
cloth pantaloons, some stockings, handkerchiels, 
and a pair of gold spectacles. He then went to the 
Marlboro’, ae stole a Boston wrapper, a bomba- 
sin coat, a pair of ribbed pantaloons, and a French 
gold watch, all of which he sold in Boston; and 
then went to Lowell, where he stole several articles 
from the hoteis, and brought them to Boston and 
sold them. He then went to Providence, Bristol, 
and many other places, and stole trifling article 
from different hotels, and then came back to this 
city, and went to the Pacific hotel, and stole a Bos- 
ton wrapper. He then went to the Astor house, 
and stole a blue cloak, a drab surtout, blue surtout, 
a blue cloth cloak, and many other articles. This 
was the last act of his extraordinary performances 
as a larcenist, and for some time, at least, he will 
easy have no opportunities to repeat them. He 
fully committed. 





SLAVERY IN CHINA. 

In a country as populous as China, where wages 
are extremely low, slavery can never exist to a very 
great extent. 

The government gives full permission to the Tar- 
tar soldiers of the eight banners to buy slaves, who 
should, however, be duly registered. Poor people, 
when in want of the necessaries of life, may sél 
their children; for it is better so the statute says, 





that their offspring live in bondage than starve.— 
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erchants are permitted to buy them, but public 





" officers are strictly prohibited to traffic in people 
ding at B 


nder their jurisdiction. = 

Every owner of slaves is obliged to get them mar- 
ried; if, however, he fails to do so, he is amenable 
to the Jaw. The children of such marriages belong 
arents may redeem them- 


The law provides also for the good treatment of 


' slaves; but 2s they are considered as ininors, their 
masters beeome responsible for their conduct. If 


they run away, they receive, for the first offence, 
only 2 few lashes; but when they repeat the same 
they are punished with merciless cruelty. 

n the one hand the Chinese government gives 


ample power to the slaveholder, whilst on the other 


it constantly interferes with his rights. A master 
js not permitted even to manumit his slave, unless 
the district magistrate has sanctioned the measure; 
and he can refuse to give his consent for the most 


trivial reasons. 


From the contents of the few laws upon the sub- 
ject, it appears that numbers of the tribes on the 
frontiers and of the Meaoutsze are caught and sold. 
‘The practice, though general, is by no means legal. 
- Ina country where a name for liberty does not 
even exist, it would be difficult to define slavery, 
unless the meaning of the word be the right of pos- 
session obtained by purchase. Viewing the rgatter 
in its true light, the sovereign is the only free man 
in the empire, because he has the power, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, to enslave his subjects. A 
faithful minister calls himself a horse or dog; for 
the services which he performs bear a striking re- 
ssemblance to those performed by those domestic 
vanimals. Slavery extends throughout all classes, 
with this difference only, that same privileged indi- 
viduals bear the yoke of a few masters, whilst they 
sexercise their power over many. 
) Slavery in China, however, is not so oppressive 
iby many degrees, as in Siam and Cochin China, 
»where the king divides his subjects among the 
_grandees, and forces them to work for their masters 
ytrom four to six months every year. The natural 
‘consequences of this oppressive regulation are ut- 
ster poverty and wretchedness. In China, only the 
industry of the subject is taxed; and the supreme 
government has wisely ordained that the principal 
burden should not, apparently, fall upon the great 
nass of the people. Asa descendant from a con- 
queror, the emperor owns all the lands, and, from 
the principle of might making right, justly demands 
atax from the farmer. This is paid both in kind 
aud morey, and amounts to such a sum that the la- 
borer Can never, how much soever he exerts him- 
self, amass a capital from the produce of the land. 
his may also account for the extraordinary cir- 
umstance that few large landholders are to be 
ound in China; for the profits obtained from landed 
property are so small that capital can be much 
more advantageously employed in other branches 
(industry. A peasant, though seemingly free, 
orks not for himself but for the emperor, and re- 
elves but a bare subsistence for his labor. Lesi, 
owever, the supreme government might be exe- 
‘ated by the laboring classes, the taxes are virtu- 
ally farmed. An officer is appointed over a district 
0 collect a specified amount of taxes; if he does 
not furnish the stipulated sum he himself is respon- 
sible for the deficiency; if he oppresses, in order to 
ollect something for himself, or merely to raise the 
lecessary amount, and is accused of tyranny, his 
JToperty is confiscated. The blame falls entirely 
ipon him, whilst the government issues a soothing 
ct, declares its paternal care, and sends another 
enevolent tax-gatherer. Thus individuals have 
') bear the reproach whilst the high functionaries 
~ Ways maintain a high regard for the national wel- 
“% The Chinese government does not exaspe- 
ae multitudes by making exorbitant demands, but 
tacks rich eapitalists, whe must then either perish 
‘Recess vig themselves, some way or other, from 
eople, 
a his 1s one of the great secrets of Chinese po- 
‘eal science. It accounts for a great many things, 
ich otherwise appear to be riddles. The Chi- 
o are slaves and a free people; they groan under 
PPression, and boast of a paternal government: 
ree this appears a paradox, it is, nevertheless, a 
viet fact. The government reasons with the peo- 
re 88 with freemen; it explains its acts, and even 
“> So far as to accuse itself of neglect; but woe 
: re who raises a voice and does not worship the 
~ escending majesty of the rulers. Though op- 
Wr on all sides they nevertheless are persuaded 
he © emperor’s paternal love abhors and laments 
pressure which bears them down, and that he 





is ready to hasten to their relief as soon as their suf- 
ferings are known. The fact is that theory and 
practice are sadly at variance, and the iron law of 
necessity makes slaves of men, who, under a better 
system of government, would, we think, hold forth 


an example to the world of contentedness, and of a. 


love of order; and these qualities of the mind are, 
we presume to think, more general amongst all, 
classes of this great empize than any other commu- 
nity of the world. 

in the comparison between the minds of China 
and of Europe, th question of the rectitude of 
their opinions on the words honor, chivalry and li- 
berty, are now becoming interesting. We will not 
say that it is the government opinion, but these 
words are unknown to the people, and are unappre- 
ciated’ by them. ‘I'he subject is one of too great 
importance to be discussed in one number, and we 
may probably return to it when the port is clear of 
ships, and the attention can be given to it. We 
only now remark, that the Chinese system of go- 
vernment is an apt illustration of the principles of 
toryism and conservatism, which the emperor and 
his officers are able to enforce to an ultra degree, 
because the people are ignorant, and, consequently, 
submissive. 


FINANCES OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
From the National Gazette. 

A friend has placed in our hands the following 
statement of the finances of the commonwealth in 
1835 and 1836. The fiscal year terminates Nov. 1. 
We can safely congratulate our fellow citizens at 
large on such an exhibit. 

RECEIPTS. 











1835. 1836. 
Lands and land office $26,395 94 $65,763 80 
Auction commissions 10,900 00 9,900 00 
Auction duties 57,252 00 67,160 88 
Dividends on bank 
stock 150,730 00 163,463 00 
Do. on other stocks 28,458 08 39,760 02 
Tax on bank dividends 68,508 13 91,415 60 
Tax on offices 13,783 66 7,921 18 
Tax on coalcompanies 1,314 10 
Tavern licences 57,825 56 52,547 97 
Retailers ditto 80,727 84 46,984 42 
State maps and pam- 
phlet laws 269 24 227 27 
Collateral inheritance 32,166 56 20,484 97 
Militia fines, &c. 787 63 3,161 16 
Pedlars licenses 5,852 05 2,562 65 
Increase of county rates 188,019 94 193,360 63 
Tax on personal pro- 
ert 20,943 10 31,020 68 
Canal tolls 684,357 77 837,805 72 
Loans 1,629,640 00 414,700 00 
Premiums on ijoans 120,916 60 7,776 94 
Do. on bank charters 66,608 99 ~==1,719,673 12 
Tax on writs 24,745 91 25,727 94 
Miscellaneous 3,360 08 3,224 79 
$3,273,563 21 $3,804,642 54 
Balance Nov.1,1834 44,092 20 
Do. do. 1835 195,795 10 
$3,327,655 41 $4,000,437 64 


Deduct items not pro- 
perly revenue (loans 
and premiums) 


1,750,556 60 422,476 94 








$1,577,098 81 $3,577,960 70 
EXPENSES. 
1835. 1836. 
Internal improve- 
ments $2,506,028 29 $2,928,108 80 
Expenses of govern- 
ment 235,128 03 259,191 38 
Militia expenses 21,862 44 29,601 65 
Pensions 30,666 84 47,179 96 
Education 59,408 02 161,838 55 
Loans 60,000 00 74,450 00 
Interest on loans 106,468 #5 106,319 57 
Penitentiaries 95,654 21 45,109 37 
House of refuge 5,000 00 5,000 00 
Miscellaneous 11,643 73 18,853 83 
$3,131,860 31 $3,675,638 11 
Balances 195,795 10 324,799 53 





$8,327,655 41 $4,000,437 64 


GOVERNOR McDUFFIE’S MESSAGE. 

We have received and read with much interest 
the message of the governor of the state of South 
Carolina to the legislature of that state, now in ses- 
sion. It is full of enlarged views of the duties of 
the state governments to foster education, &c. as 
the conservative principle in a free government, 
whose assiduous cultivation is no less necessary to 
preventand repress bad government, than to insure 








the probability of good government, &c. After ad- 
verting to the necessity of guarding, in each state, 
anaes the intrusion of the governments or people 
of other states in their intestine affairs, the gover- 
nor concludes his message with the following strong 
and emphatic observations on a subject which is of 
general interest to all the states, as having already 
received some attention at the hands of the congress 
and executive of the United States. [Nat. Int. 

_ “While South Carolina is thus indignantly repel- ; 
) ling all foreign attempts to violate the sanctuary and? 
endanger the existence of her domestic institutions, 
it becomes her in a peculiar manner, to abstain from 
every sort of interference with the domestic con- 
.cerns or domestic controversies of all other states, 
foreign or confederate. The doctrine of non-inter- 
ference is one of the most important in the code of 
international law, and there are no communities on 
earth who should hold itso sacred as the slave-hold- 
ing states of this union. If, by their example in 
giving countenance to the unlawful enterprises of 
their own citizens against a neighboring and neutral 
power, they should weaken the influence of that 

rinciple among nations, they would commit an of- 

ence against their own institutions, by impairing 
the sanctity of their surest guaranty against foreign 
intrusion. 

‘‘Entertaining these opiniops, I have looked with 
very deep concern, not unmingled with regret, upon 
the oceurrences which have taken place Toles the 
present year, in various parts of the United States, 
relative to the civil war which is still in progress, 
between the republic of Mexico aad one of her 
revolted provinces. It is true that no country can 
be responsible for the sympathies of its citizens; 
but I am nevertheless utterly at a loss to perceive 
what title either of the parties to this controversy 
can have to the sympathies of the American people. 
If it be alleged that the insurgents of Texas are 
emigrants from the United States, it is obvious to 
reply that, by their voluntary expatriation, under 
whatever circumstances of adventyre, of specula- 
tion, of honor, or of infamy, they have forfeited all 
claim to our fraternal regard. If it be even true 
that they have left a land of freedom fora land of 
despotism, they have done it with their eyes open, 
and deserve their destiny. There is but too much 
reason to believe that many of them have gone as 
mere adventurers, speculating upoa the chances of 
establishing an independent government in Texas, 
and of seizing that immense and fertile domain by 
the title of the sword. But be this as it may, when 
they became citizens of Mexico, they became sub- 
ject to the constitution and laws of that country; 
and whatever changes the Mexican people may have 
since made in that constitution and those laws, they 
are matters with which foreign states can have no 
concern, and of which they have no right to take 
cognizance. I trust, therefore, that the state of 
South Carolina will give no countenance, direct or 
indirect, open or concealed, to any acts which may 
compromit the neutrality of the United States, or 
bring into question their plighted faith. Justice, 
stern and unbending justice, in our intercourse 
with other states, should be paramount to all the 
considerations of mere expediency, even were it 
possible that these could be separated. But they 
cannot. Justice is the highest expediency, and [ 
am sure South Corolina is the last state in the union 
that would knowingly violate this sacred canon of 
political morality. 

“If any consideration could add to the intrinsic 
weight of these high inducements to abstain from 
every species of interference with the domestic af- 
fairs of a neighboring and friendly state, it would 
be the tremendous retribution to which we are so 
peculiarly exposed on our south western frontier, 
from measures of retaliation. Should Mexico de- 
clare war against the United States, and, aided by 
some great European power, hoist the standard of 
servile insnrrection in Louisiana and the neighbor- 
ing states, how deep would be our. self-reproaches, 
in reflecting that these atrocious proceedings re- 
ceived even a colorable apology from our own ex- 
ample, og from the unlawful conduct of our own 
citizens! 

“There is one question connected with this con- 
troversy, of a definite ¢haracter, upon which it may 
be proper that you should express an opinion.— 
You are doubtless aware that the people of Texas, 
by an almost unanimous vote, have expressed their 
desire to be admitted into our confederacy, and ap- 
plication will probably be made to congress for that 
purpose. In my opinion, congress ought not even 
to entertain such a proposition, in the present state 
of the controversy. If we admit Texas into our 
union, while Mexico is still waging war against 
that province, with a view to re-establish her su- 
premacy over it, we shall, by the very act itself, make 
ourselves 4 party to the war. Nor can we take 
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ty, until Mexico herself shall recognize the inde- 
pendence of her revolted province. | 

‘“We have no official information of the precise | 
state of our relations with Mexico. Enough is) 
known, however, to satisfy us that the conjuncture 
is eminently critical. Let us be scrupulously care- 
ful that we do nothing to countenance, and all we 
can to prevent, the calamity of a war. We are now 
engaged in a fearful and doubtful struggle to reform 
our federal system of government, by throwing off 
the corruptions under which it is rapidly sinking. 

“In this state of things a war with any country 
would be the greatest of calamities; for we could 
scarcely hope to come out of it with any thing but 
the mere wreck of a free constitution, and the ex- 
ternal forms of a free government. 

‘But may heaven avert these inauspicious omens, 
and direct all your measures to the advancement of 
our true glory and lasting happiness as a free and 
favored peopie. GEO. McDUFFIE.” 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES—LETTER 
FROM MR. BIDDLE. 
From the National Gazette of the 2d inst. 

The following letter, addressed by the president 
of the bank of the United States to a distinguished 
statesman, although private in its nature, will, we 
doubt not, receive from our readers that attention 
which it is entitled to claim from the importance of 
its subject, the interest of its historical statements, 
and the eminent authority from which it proceeds. 
We believe that since the excitements of the elec- 
tion are past, there is a growing disposition to be 
just to the institution, to acknowledge its merits, 
and to desire its permanency. Such dispositions 
cannot fail to be strengthened by the letter, which 
shews, in a new and clear light, that the bank is es- 
sentially Pennsylvanian, and that, after having ask- 
ed for it, invited it, and enjoyed its benefits, both 
good feeling and good policy should alike dissuade 
us from disturbing its rights. We therefore cheer- 
fully avail ourselves of the permission extended 
to us, to disseminate the truth and logic of Mr. 
Biddle’s communication. 

Philadelphia, Nov. 10, 1836. 

My bDEAR str: I promised at parting to resume 
the subjects of our conversation—the condition of 
the currency of the United States, and the bank 
question in Pennsylvania. 1 shall now perform my 
engagement—beginning with an explanation of the 
controversy about the bank in Pennsylvania. 

The bank of the United States chartered by con- 

ress but fixed in Pennsylvania, was always an ob- 
ject of state pride and state policy. It had been 
proposed by a Pennsylvanian, had always been go- 
verned by Pennsylvanians—and when the state 
lost, in the course of nature, its commercial ascen- 
cancy, the bank still maintained its superiority as 
the financial centre of the union. Accordingly 
when the charter was about to expire, Pennsylvania 
made great efforts to renew it. 

Thus, in the year 1831, a resolution passed the 
house of representatives of Pennsylvania in the fol- 
lowing form: 

February 24, 1831.—‘*A motion was made by Mr, 
Ingersoll [C. J.] and read as follows: 

Resolved, As the sense of the senate and house 
of representatives, that the constitution of the U, 
States authorises, and near half a century’s expe- 
rience sanctions, a bank of the United States as ne- 
cessary and proper to regulate the value of money, 
and prevent paper currency of unequal and depreci- 
ated value.” 

This was modified as follows, in the senate, and 
finally passed, by a vote almost unanimous, both 
branches of the legislature on the 2d of — 1881: 

«That whereas the bank of the United States has 
tended in a great degree to maintain a sound and 
uniform currency, to facilitate the financial concerns 
of the government, to regulate foreign and domestic 
exchange—and has been conducive to commercial 
prosperity, the legislature of Pennsylvania recom- 
mend a renewal of its charter, under such regula- 
tions and restrictions, as to the power of the several 
states, as congress may deem right and proper.” 

The subject was resumed the next year. On 
the 2d February, 1832, the following resolution 
passed the senate unanimously, and the house of 
representatives by a vote of 77 to 7. 

“Resolved, That the senators from this state in 
the congress of the United States be instructed, and 
the representatives requested, to use their exertions 


=_—_ 





to obtain a renewal of the charter of the bank of the | 
| United States during the present session of congress 


—with such alterations (if any be necessaiy) as 
may secure the rights of the states.” 

So decided was the feeling in regard to the bank 
—that at the same session, while the question of re- 
chartering the bank was under deliberation in con- 
gress, the following resolution was passed unani- 
mously by both branches: 


_as the organ of that institution on the sybject. 


‘Resolved, That connected as the prosperity of 
agriculture and commerce is with the successful 
financial operations and sound currency of the coun- 
try, we view the rechartering of tie bank of the U.S. 
as of vital importance to the public welfare.” 

The representatives in congress shared these opi- 
nions of their state—dor out of their thirty votes, 
only a solitary member voted ag:ainst the recharter 
ef the bank. 

All these proceedings of Pennsylvania were 
wholly voluntary—the stockholders of the bank 
taking no part whatever in them. 

The bill passed by congress rechartering the bank 
being vetoed by the president, the bank began to 
make preparation for closing its concerns and dis- 
tributing the capital among the stockholders. The 
division would have been as follows: 

There were, in all, 3,417 stockholders:—Of whom 
there were Pennsylvanians 590, other citizens of the 
United States 2,267, foreigners 560. 

To these the funds would be appropriated, as 
follows: 

To the New England states, 

New York and New Jers»y, 

Delaware, Maryland aud the District 


$3,111,000 
4,569,000 


of Columbia, 2,027,000 
Virginia and North Carolina, 894,000 
South Carolina and Geor;;ia, 3,031,000 
Other states, 99,000 
Foreigners, 9,168,000 
The government of the U. S. 6,278,000 
Pennsylvania, 5,219,000 


From this you will perceive that Pennsylvania, 
owning little more than five millions, had the use 
and management of thirty-five millions, of capitol, 
and those who governed Pennsylvania very natural- 
ly reasoned thus: 

Pennsylvania has embarked in a great system of 
improvement, which has already cost more than 
twenty millions of dollars. She will want more.— 
But if the currency is deranged, she will not be able 
to borrow, and her citizens 1aust pay baek the ten 


'or twelve millions which they owe to the bank, to 


be dispersed among rival states or sent to Europe. 
Will it not be wiser to retain the capital for Penn- 
sylvania? There is no inconsisteney in doing so.— 
Pennsylvania has done all in her power to preserve 
the bank as a national institution. Failing in this, 
if the union will not share with her its benefits, let 
no one complain that she appropriates them to her- 
self. Under the influence of such views, Pennsy]l- 


the charter. The directors meanwhile went on 
quietly winding up its concerns. They did not ap- 
ply to the legislature of Pennsylvania, nor io any 
other legislature, for a charter of the bank. At last, 
when it became evident that the capital of the in- 
stitution would leave Pennsylvania, a movement 
was made in the legislature. It began by a joint 
letter from the chairman of the committee of ways 
and means, and the chairman of the committee on 
banks, to the president, asking whether the bank 
would accept a charter from Pennsylvania. The 
letter is in these words: 


‘“‘Harrisburgh, January 5, 1836. 
“DEAR str: We have been informed that the 
stockholders of the U.S. bank would accept a char- 
ter from this state. It is proper, in our opinion, 
that this subject should, as soon as possible, be 
brought before the action of the legislature. 


‘‘We therefore take the liberty of addressing you 


“Be good enough to inform us upon what terms 
this can be effected. You will understand us: we 
wish to know the number of years that you would 
be satisfied to be chartered for—the amount of ca- 
pital—also, the premium and other encouragements 
that would be given to the state in consideration 
thereof. 

“You need net canfine your answer to these par- 
ticulars, as much additional information will be 
proper. Yours, JOHN H. WALKER, 

E. F. PENNYPACKER. 


“N. Bippie, esq.” 


This was the first step inthe charter of the hank. 
No memorial, no solicitation from the bank itself, 
but a formal and official application from the legis- 
lature to the bank, inquiring if the “bank would 
accept a charter from this state’”—“upon what 
terms this can be effected”—*the number of years 
that you would be satisfied to be chartered for’— 
“the premium and other encouragements that woulJ 
be given to the state.” 

The president of the bank, in his reply, put the 
subject on this footing: 

“The question you perceive is, what inducements 


the union, or in other countries, to leave his funds in 
Pennsylvania rather than recall them home to be em- 





ployed elsewhere. As a Pennsylvanian, devotedly 


attached to tie interests and the fame of our g 
I would give mere to Pennsylvania than to 
other state for the charter, and would endeayo 


equal power to grant a charter, the effort woulq ; 
course be fruitless unless the charter from Pen), ; 
vania, while it was beneficial to the state _ 
ed a reasonable prospect of not being too burde, 
some to the stockholder. Both these objects sho,); 
be, and I think can be, attained;”’—and he Proce ei 
ed to explain what he deemed the true basis of ,, 
arrangement. 

Accordingly, a bill passed for chartering ¢, 
bank, “not to take effect until it shall have bec, 
accepted by the stockholders ata general meeting» 
The stockholders, te whom this charter was thy 
offered, proceeded to examine it. They say x 
once that the terms were very onerous: Tho, 
were to be paid in meney, $4,500, 
In subscriptions to internal improve- 


ments, 675,009 
In premiums on loars when wanted by | 
the state, 600,004 
Making $5,775 0 


besides other advantages. Nevertheless they ». 
solved to accept it—partly because they had p. 
served out of their former earnings the means ¢ 
paying the benus, and partly because they we 
induced by the Pennsylvania stockholders to lp. 
lieve that when once the faith of the state wa 
pledged to them, the character and the honor ¢ 
the commonwealth of Pennsylvania were a si. 
ficient guarantee against any invasion of the 
rights. This guarantee was given not merely unig 
the usual solemnities of legislation, but especial cay 
was taken by the legislature to satisfy these stoch 
holders that if they accepted the charter they wwf 
never be disturbed. ‘Thus, in the progress of th 
bill through the house of representatives, a sectio: 
(the 5th secticn), was introduced to this effec: 
“If it shall appear that the charter and privilege 
granted by this act are injurious to the citizens, 
this commonwealth, the legislature reserve {i 
power to altar, revoke or annul any of them, at ay 
time they may think proper.” . 

The effect of that provision in exposing th 
rights of strangers to the caprice of a future legis 
lature became obvious, and accordingly that 5th se 
tion was reconsidered in the house of represent 


vania saw with anxiety the approach of the end of tives and amended as follows: ‘That if the sai 


corporation, at any time during the continuance: 
the charter, shall abuse or misuse the privileg 
and powers hereby granted, them this charter sil 
be ferfeited, and the said powers and privileges sh 
cease and become void.” 

To this it was objected that it might enablet 
legislature to claim the right of judging of the 
alleged abuses, and they were distinctly and ¢ 
cidedly informed, that if when the charter was 0 
fered to the stockholders it contained any such pit 
vision, it would be certainly and instantly reject 
by them. Accordingly, when the bill reached th 
senate, a motion was made to strike out this {il 
section, and substitute a provision, exaetly sim 
to that in the old charter, that the fact of any viill 
tion of the charter should be first determined by! 
courts, before the legislature could repeat it. T! 
passed by a unanimous vole of the senate—every m 
ber being in his place. And all attempts to give! 
uncontrolled right of repeal to the legislature 
negatived. 

Thus, a motion was made to amend as follows: 

“The privileges hereby granted to said b# 
shall be subject to such alterations and rest 
tions as the legislature may at any time here! 
think proper to enact for the better regulatio 
the banking institutions of this commonwealth, ® 
shall be liable to such taxes, whether on divide? 
or otherwise, as the legislature may at any ul 
hereafter impose.” 

It was rejected by a vote of eleven to twenty-l 
being two to one. 

Again—A motion was made to amend as follo 

«Also, if it shall appear that the charter’ 
privileges by this act granted to the bank her 
mentioned, are injurious to the citizens of this 
monwealth, the legislature reserve full pow® 
alter, revoke and annul them, or any of them, #!* 
time they may think proper.” , 

This was rejected by a vote of twenty-one to te 

The facts thus briefly stated, present this ¢® 
A certain number of citizens of other states © 
other countries had a large amount of capital ¥ 
they were about to withdraw from Pennsy!v* 
All the authorities of Pennsylvania interpo™ 


can be offered to the stockholder in the other parts of | prevent what they deem injurious to the state— 


request these distant citizens to leave their '" 


in the state—they pass a law offering certal? 
ducements for them to remain—and declare th# 
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they will consent to stay, they shall never be dis- 
turbed. They trust to these oe: They pay 
a large sum of money with which the legislature is 


} enabled to dispense with the taxes in Pennsylvania— 
to continue the public works in Pennsylvania—and |. 


to educate gratuitously the eitizens of Pennsylvania. 
They do more—they subscribe voluntarily half a 
million of dollars to other Pennsylvania improve- 
ments—they establish three branches to lend mone 
to citizens of Pennsylvania—they resume their 
active business in Philadelphia which probably 
saved that city and the whole state from the ge- 
neral bankruptcy which would have followed the 
winding up of its affairs. And now after all this, 
certain persons are endeavoring to induce the peo- 
ple of Pennsylvania to violate this solemn engage- 
ment—to break the plighted faith of the common- 
wealth—and to annul a contract which it volunta- 
rily sought, nay, solicited from these strangers. 

You will ood ask by what process this is to 
be accomplished. There is a difference of opinion 
—some thinking it should be done by the legisla- 
ture—others, by the convention—some, with a re- 
turn of the bonus—some, without it. Now, none 
of these will be done—or can be done—and not one 
of them will even be attempted. 

The difficulty with the legislature is this:—They 
asked the stockholders to take the charter—they 
received the stockholders’ money and gave the char- 
ter. Now, if this is not a bargain—a contract— 
what is? What difference is there between this and 
the other engagements of the state? It takes my 
money and gives a paper declaring that I own cer- 
tain land. It takes your money and gives you a 
certificate of debt—to another it says, build a bridge, 
ora canal, or a rail road, and you shall have a pa- 
per declaring that you may take toll. They all 
stand on the same footing. The constitution of 
Pennsylvania forbids the legislature from violating 
any one of such engagements. It contains what it 
calls “a declaration of rights,” as follows: 

“That the general, great and essential principles 
of liberty and free government may be recognized 
and unalterably established, we declare 

“That no expost facto law, nor any law impairing 
contracts, shall be made.’’ 

How, then, can the legislature make a law violat- 
ing its own contracts? Even were it disposed to do 
so, it is forbidden by a power still higher than the 
legislature, or even the constitution, of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The constitution of the United States is a guaran- 
tee by all the states against any wrong done by an 
one state. That instrument declares that ‘this 
constitution shall be the supreme law of the land, and 
the judges in every state shall be bound thereby— 
anything in the constitution or laws of any state to the 
contrary notwithstanding; and that constitution de- 
clares that ‘‘no state shall pass any law impairing the 
obligation of contracts.” So obvious is this, that even 
Mr. Geo. M. Dallas, saw it. The character, he says, 
“23 essentially a contract made by at jeast our nomi- 
nal representatives with numerous persons, nine- 
tenths of whom are strangers to our soil, and each of 
Whom contributed, in the payment of the bonus, 
some portion of his private property in execution of 
his share of its stipulations.” «The rights which it 
imparted are now absolutely vested, and the consti- 
tution of the United States prohibits any state from 
passing any law impairing the obligation of con- 
tracts.” «[ am aware,” he adds, “of the natural 
and prevailing impression that the next general as- 
sembly night be called upon to pronounce the in- 
corporating act null and void, on the ground of its 
having been fraudulently, surreptitiously and cor- 
ruptly obtained.” «But such a movement violates 
jixed mixims—-miuking declamation equivalent to 
proof, forfeiting private property, and passing sen- 
lence of infamy without judicial trial. We must not 
debase our pursuit by any such hypocritical pagean- 
try and summary injustice.” And accordingly he 
recommends as the only remedy, the convention. 
But. if the legislature cannot do it, how can the 
convention do it? 

The convention is a body created under a law of 
the State, entitled ‘“‘an act to provide for calling a 
fonvention with limited powers.” 

The act deelares that the convention shall have 
Power to propose amendments of the constitution, 
to the people, for their ratification or rejection, and 
“no other or greater powers whatsoever.” «Fa pro- 
pose amendments to the constitution.” Well— 
What is there in the constitution about the bank? 
*10W can its repeal be put into the constitution? and 
ifit were in the constitution, what foree would it 
have against the paramount power of the constitu- 


tion of the United States, which declares that no 


State shall impair the obligation of a contract, either 
by its laws and its constitution. 

If then the legislature or the convention were to 
attempt such a breach of faith, not merely the peo- 


ee 


ple of Pennsylvania, but the people of the other 
states, whose citizens will be thus defrauded by 
Pennsylvania, would unite in putting down this 
usurpation. 

But there is not the slightest danger that either 
the legislature or the convention will make this 
abortive attempt. There are not twenty men in 
Pennsylvania who would not scorn thus to degrade 
this ancient and honorable commonwealth. Never- 
theless, that question shall be tried before the con- 
vention. It involves interests far deeper than the 
temporary existence of the bank—it concerns the 
whole character of our free institutions. Ifa con- 
vention in Pennsylvania can dissolve the obligations 
contracted by the legislature, so can a convention 
in New York or Virginia. If, when a legislature 
has pledged the faith of the state, its members ma 
disperse, and, reappearing in a few months as dele- 
gates to a convention, annul all the acts of that le. 
gislature—there can be no safety in dealing with 
the states. The hundred millions of money lent by 
Europeans on the pledge of the faith of the states— 
the thousand millions invested on the security of 
the engagements of the states, the titles to lands, 
and to all other property, bridges, turnpikes, canals, 
rail roads, banks, every private right, every corpo- 
rate power, are wholly at the mercy of the state au- 
thorities, call them as you please, legislatures or 
conventions. The whole institutions of the coun- 
try would become frauds. This must not be. It 
must be decided whether this Pennsylvania of ours 
is a virtuous community or a mere society of plun- 
derers—nor will the honor of the state be relieved, 
either at home or abroad, from the stain whicha 
few small politicians wish to fix upon her, until the 
convention adopts some solemn declaration that 
there is no power in this nation capable of violating 
the sacred en ments of the state authorities.— 
That should be done, and, if any efforts of mine 
may avail, that shall be done for the honor of this 
state, for the character of her sister states, and for 
the stability of all popular institutions. In the 


ome eee 


the Netherlands, the state of New Hampshire hav- 
ing exercised quiet, peaceable and exclusive juris- 
diction over the same from the peace of 1783 to a 
period subsequent to said pretended award. In the 
year 1789, a committee was appointed by the le- 
gislature of this state for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing the boundary lines between the state of Maine, 
then Massachusetts the province of Lower Canada, 
and this state. This committee attended to the du- 
ties assigned them, and established and marked by 
suitable monuments, many of which are now re- 
maining, a boundary line of the state, including all 
the territory now in dispute, and making the head 
of Hall’s river our northwestern boundary monu- 
ment. That the committee were right in their 
construction, of that part of the treaty of 1783, rela- 


y | tive to this subject is manifest from the following: 


1. This is the only head of Connecticut river that 
intersects with the highlands dividing the waters 
which fall into the Atlantic from those which fall 
into the St. Lawrence. 

2. This is manifestly and notoriously, by far, the 
most north westernmost head of Connecticut river, 
that claimed by the British government being mani- 
festly the most NORTH EASTERN head of Con- 
necticut river. 

3. The Magalloway river, a branch of the An- 
droscoggin, takes its rise many miles north and 
west, not only of that branch of the Connecticut 
claimed by the British as the north westernmost 
head, but also north and west of Indian Stream, so 
that pursuing the highlands indicated by the treaty, 
one would never arrive at the head waters claimed 
by the British government as those indicated by 
the treaty, but would have to leave the highlands 
and cross the Magalloway river to attain the object. 

The above fact of the true source of the Magal- 
loway river, it is believed, is not noticed in any 
geography nor laid down upon any map of the coun- 
ma his may be easily accounted for on account 
of its remote situation and unsettled state. It is 
nevertheless an important fact, and one which goes 





mean time there is not the least reason for anxiety 
about it. The question was agitated merely for 
the election and expired with it, and there is no 
party in the state at all desirous of resuming a con- 
troversy, which can only distract and injure the 
commonwealth. With great respect and regard, 
yours, N. BIDDLE. 
Hon. John Q. Adams, Washington, D. C. 





INDIAN STREAM DIFFICULTIES, 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 
To his excellency the governor of the state of New 
Hampshire. 

The undersigned, commissioners, appointed un- 
der a resolution of the legislature of New Hamp- 
shire, approved June 18, 1836, “to repair to Indian 
Stream and collect and arrange such testimony as 
may be obtained to rebut and explain the charges 
and testimony obtained and preferred against the 
authorities and citizens of this state by lord Gos- 
ford, governor of the province of Lower Canada,”’ 
have attended to that duty and now make the fol- 
lowing report: 

The charges made by lord Gosford are the three 
following, viz: 

1. “The first and most serious is the irruption 
within the limits of this province (Lower Canada) 
of armed citizens of the United States, under the 
command of, or countenanced by an officer holding 
a commission in their militia, for the avowed pur- 
pose of attacking and forcibly carrying out of the 
province, several of H. M’s subjects.” 

2. “The continued attempts of the state of New 
Hampshire, notwithstanding the repeated remon- 
strances of H. M’s government, to exercise juris- 
diction and to enforce its laws within a territory, 
which, until it shall be formally adjudged to be 
part of the United States, under the treaty of 1785, 
must be considered as still undetached from the 
original possession of Great Britain, and its inhabi- 
tants consequently within the protection of her 
government.” 

3. “The military occupation, by the state of 
New Hampshire, of the territory in question.” 

The commissioners, in order to present to your 
excellency and to the honorable legislature of the 
state a plain and intelligible account of the con- 
troversy relating to the Indian Stream territory, 
have given to the subject a more extended exami- 
nation than was necessary simply to rebut and ex- 
plain the charges of lord Gosford. The followin 
statement of facts, it is believed, will clearly an 
unequivocally justify the state of New Hampshire 
in maintaining jurisdiction over this territory, and 
show that all the acts of viclence there committed, 
are to be entirely attributed to the attempt of cer- 
tain individuals in Lower Canada to extend the 
authority of that province over the territory in 





far not only to show that the British claim to juris- 

diction over this disputed territory is unfounded, 

but that by the words of the treaty, New Hampshire 

is entitled to a much larger territory there, than we 

have ever yet claimed. Many of the first settle- 

ments of this territory were by persons who fled 

there from the neighboring states to avoid the pay- 

ment of their debts, or the criminal process to which 
their crimes had rendered them amenable. As the 

population increased, the character of the inhabi- 
tants improved; and although at times some of them 
claimed to belong to Verment, and at other times to 
Maine, and at other times to be within the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States, but not of any particular 
state, and at other times to, be independent either of 
United States government or the government of 
Great Britain, yet the officers of the state of New 
Hampshire, from time to time, as occasion required, 
executed divers processes issuing from the courts 
of this state, upon the inhabitants there, and al- 
though sometimes they met with such resistance 
as was to be expected from the character of the in- 
habitants, yet no complaint was ever made on ac- 

count thereof by the officers of the province of Ca- 
nada, or of any foreign government whatever In- 
deed the oldest inhabitants in the territory or the 
towns adjacent have no recollection of ever having 
heard of any act of any other government ever ex- 
ercised within the territory, save by the state of 
New Hampshire. The inhabitants have uniformly 
resorted to New Hampshire for the purpose of being 
united in marriage whenever there was such a cere- 
mony to be performed among them, and in divers 
other ways, such as taking advantage of our bounty 
laws for the destruction of certain wild animals, 
manifested under whose protection they lived, and 
to what government they supposed they owed alle- 
giance. Affairs were in this quiet posture at this 
place at the time of the pretended award of the king 
of the Netherlands; and at a period subsequent to 


every well-ordered society, who are never easy un- 
less busied about the affairs of their neighbors, claim- 
ing to be a magistrate of Lower Canada, and to be 
acting by the direction of the governer of that pro- 
vince, began to claim the territory as belonging to 
the province of Lower Canada. This claim was 
now asserted in various ways, such as sending pre- 
tended warrants in the name of the king of Great 
Britain, into the territory. He also sent a letter 
directed to various individuals there, requesting 
them to assemble at the school house in one place 
on Saturday, and another on Sunday, and when 
they were thus assembled he met them and exhort- 
ed them to open resistance to the laws of the state, 
and assured them of the protection of the gavern- 
ment of Lower Canada in so doing. 

It is the opinion of the better disposed part of the 





question, since the pretended award af the king of 


eommunity there, that all the difficulties which 


that, one of those restless individuals, the bane of 
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have occurred at that settlement within the three 
or four years last past, are to be attributed to the 
mischievous interference of the individual alluded 
to, and from all the investigation which we were 
able to make, we were unanimously of the same 
opinion. 

If it be the fact that Hall’s stream be the north 
westernmost head of Connecticut river, and if the 
state of New Hampshire have exercised jurisdiction 
over this disputed territory from the peace of 1783 
to the present time, and these two points are incon- 
testibly proved by testimony taken by the commis- 
sioners, and accompanying this report, then the 2d 
and 3d cause of complaint, as set forth by lord Gos- 
ford, entirely fail, for the military occupation, spo- 
ken of by him, and the attempted jurisdiction of 
the state of New Hampshire, are justified by every 
principle of the law of nations, as well as by that 
protection which every government owes to its citi- 
Zens, 

We now proceed to state all the facts relating to 
the first charge of his lordship, and we have thus 
inverted their order because it seemed to us the 
most natural course, for if we had no title to the 
soil, then our jurisdiction was usurped and wrong- 
ful, our military occupation unjustifiable, and our 
whole defence Bers ty In October, 1835, Wil- 
liam M. Smith, a deputy sheriff of Coos county, 
had a writ put into his hands for service against one 
John H, Tyler, an inhabitant of the disputed terri- 
tory. Smith, not knowing Tyler, and also appre- 
hending some resistance, proeured one Richard I. 
Blanchard and John Milton Harvey to assist him, 
and then proceeded to Tyler’s house for the purpose 
of making service of the writ. Not having found 
said Tyler at his house, they went in pursuit of him 

reeably to the directions which they had receiv- 
ed, and soon met said Tyler, Smith then requested 
said Tyler to show him property, that it might be 
attached on the writ, which he refused to do, he 
was arrested by said Smith, who was proceeding 
with said Tyler in custody, when he was forcibly 
rescued from said Smith’s possession by several of 
the inhabitants. 

Upon this, the individual before referred to as 
the occasion of all the difficulties at this place, issu- 

_ed a wayrantin the name of the king of Great 
Britain, against said Smith, Blanchard and Harvey, 
for attempting to execute process there, not issued 
by authority of the king of Great Britain, and sent it 
into the settlement for the purpose of having it served 
upon the individuals against whom it had issued. 
This was done witha full knowledge of the fact 
that this state had, by a yesvlution of the legisla- 
ture, determined to maintajn its jurisdiction over 
the territory until the boundary line should be de- 
finitely fag satisfactorily settled. 

By virtue of this pretended warrant, on the 22d 
day of October, A. D. 1835, said Blanchard was 
taken from his own dwelling house, by an armed 
body of men, with the express and avowed purpose 
of carrying him into Canada for trial, on the absurd 
charge of having assisisted in serving a writ duly 
wanes by the competent authority of the county of 

vos. 

The news of this outrage was immediately spread 
through the adjacent towns, and excited very great 
indignation against its perpetrators. The inhabi- 
tants very generally, upon being notified of the 
fact, expressed a determination not to suffer their 
fellow citizen thus to be taken from his home and 
carried out of the state, without an attempt at least 
on their part to rescue him. In pursuance of this 
determination, several citizens of the neighborhood 
went over the line dividing this state from the pro- 
vince of Lower Canada, for the purpose of intercept- 
ing those who had said Blanchard in custody, and ef- 
fecting his release, This was effeeted without any 
violence, and so far from being done under the direc- 
tion of any military officer, it was an entirely sponta- 
neous assembly of citizens aroused by what they 
deemed a gross outrage upon the rights of one of their 
fellow citizens, subject to the direction of no military 
or civil officer of the state. How far this proceed- 

ing is to be palliated or justified, the wisdom of. the 

legislature may best determine, The facts are here 
stated, After said Blanchard had been thus reseu- 
ed, the individuals who had turned out for that pur- 
pose, assembled at the store of Parmelee & Joy, in 

Canaan, Vermont. Among the number was Wmn. 

M. Smith, the deputy sheriff before spoken of, who 

had previously arrested one John H. Tyler, who 
been rescued from him in the manner before stated. 

He then offered a reward of five dollars to any one 

who would deliver said Tyler to him. A notion 
seemed very generally to prevail, amongst those 
who were then present, that said Tyler having 
once been legally made a prisoner, by the arrest of 
said Smith, might be retaken again wherever he 
could be found. This John H. Tyler was one of 
those who had said Blanchard in custody at the 





time he was rescued in the manner before stated. 
After Smith, the deputy sheriff, had offered this re- 
ward for the recapture of said Tyler, several of the 
individuals who had left their homes for the avowed 
and express purpose of rescuing Blanchard, unad- 
visedly and improperly went over the line for the 
purpose of retaking Tyler, they having at that 
time the impression that they were justified in so 
doing. No sooner were these individuals over the 
line than they were set upon in a furious, boiste- 
rous and outrageous manner by the individual be- 
fore referred to, as the cause of all the difficulty 
at the Indian Stream settlement, and the very in- 
dividual who had issued the warrant by which 
Blanchard had been dragged from his home as be- 
fore stated. 

The individual came upon them while they were 
peaceably and quietly demeaning themselves, hav- 
ing offered or threatened violence to no one, and 
ordered them off the highway, and attempted to 
make prisoners of them, and called upon those 
who were with him to assist. The New Hamp- 
shire citizens, not relishing the idea of thus being 
made prisoners, resisted, and being assaulted with 
pee violence by the inhabitants of Canada, their 
iorses’ bridles seized, and stones thrown violently 
at them, defended themselves with such arms as 
they had with them having taken them at the time 
they turned out for the rescue of Blanchard. We 
do not undertake to state with accuracy all the 
particulars of the skirmish which ensued upon this 
assault, but we are confident in the assertion that 
the first violence offered or threatened was that 
done to citizens of New Hampshire by citizens of 
Canada. The result was that the individual who 
commenced the brawl was violently seized and 
brought over the line into Vermont and there de- 
tained some hours, and finally set at large. 

As to the assertion that the late gov. Badger was 
connected with a band of speculators claiming the 
territory of Indian Stream as their private property, 
we are aware of no rule of courtesy or etiquette 
which requires us to call it by any milder name 
than falsehood. 

The commissioners, in conclusion, are happy n 
being able to inform your excellency and the legis- 
lature, that the inhabitants of this section of our 
state are now in as quiet and peaceable condition, 
as free from vena commotion, or foreign inter- 
ference, as any portion of the state whatever. The 
citizens there, who were friendly to the preserva- 
tion of good order and the wholesome administra- 
tion of the laws, and who had begun to apprehend 
that they were neglected, have been assured that 
the protecting energies of the state are extended to 
all within her borders, while the lawless and the 
vicious have been made to feel that their remote 
situation affords no sanctuary for crime. 

We have no hesitation in saying that the people 
are now contented and happy under the government 
of the state, and that in future there will be no need 
of any farther aid from the militia, to assist the civil 
officers in the due execution of their respective 
duties. 

The commissioners are of opinion that the mea- 
sures adopted by the late governor of this state, 
the hon. William Badger, in relation to this subject, 
were wise and judicious, and that to his prompt 
and efficient interference to maintain the integrity 
of the state and dignity of the laws, is to be attri- 
buted the present quiet condition of the inhabitants 
there. JOSEPH LOW, 

RALPH METCALF, 
JOHN P. HALE, 


Nov. 23, 1836. Commissioners, 





TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 

December 5. The senate assembled at 12 o’clock. 
The vice president took the chair and the senators 
appeared in their seats. 

r. Ruggles, trom Maine; Messrs. Hubbard and 
Page, from New Hampshire; Messrs. Prentiss and 
Swift, from Vermont; Mr. Davis from Massachu- 
setts; Messrs. Knight and Robbins, from Rhode 
Island; Messrs. Niles and Tomlinson, from Con- 
necticut; Mr. Wright, from New York; Messrs. 
Southard and Wall, from New Jersey; Messrs. 
Buchanan and McKean, from Pennsylvania; Mr. 
Bayard, from Delaware; Mr. Kent, from Maryland; 
Mr, Rives, from Virginia; Mr. King, from Georgia; 
Messrs. Ewing and Morris, from Ohio; Messrs. 
Clay and Crittenden, from Kentucky; Messrs. Grun- 
dy and White, from Tennessee; Messrs. Hendricks 
and Tipton, from Indiana; Messrs. Robinson and 
Ewing, from Illinois; Messrs. King and Moore, from 
Alabama; Mr. Walker, from Mississippi; Messrs. 
Benton and Linn, from Missouri. 

Mr. Benton presented the credentials of Messrs. 
Fulton and Sevier, senators elect from the new state 
of Arkansas. 


= 





—— 

Messrs. Fulion and Sevier were qualified, and took 
their seats. 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. Bon. 
ton, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the senate proceed to ascertain 
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the classes in which the senators of the state of : 


Arkansas shall be inserted, in conformity with the 
resolution of the 14th May, 1789, and as the ey). 
stitution requires. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, it was then 

Ordered, That the secretary put into the ballos 
box three papers of equal size, numbered 1, 2.3 
Each of the senators from the state of Arkansas 
shall draw out one paper. Number 1, if draw) 
shall entitle the member to be placed in the class of 
senators whose term of service will expire the 3 
day of March, 1837; number 2 in the class whose 
term will expire the 3d day of March, 1839; ayq 
number 3 in the elass whose term will expire th 
3d day of March, 1841. 

It was accordingly so determined, by lot, tha 
Mr. Sevier’s term should expire in 1837, and My. 
Fulton’s in 1841. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the secretary of the 
senate was directed to inform the house of repre. 
sentatives that a quorum of the senate was present, 
and ready to proceed to business. | 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, a committee wo 
ordered to be appointed on the part of the senate, 
on a joint committee of both houses, to wait on the 
president of the United States, and inform hii that 
a quorum of both houses of congress are assembled, 
and ready to receive from him such communication 
as he may be pleased to make. 

Messrs. Grundy and Swift were appointed by the 
chair members of said committee, on the part of the 
senate. 

The chair presented a communication from the 
secretary of the senate, with a statement of the con. 
tingent expenses of the senate for the year endii 
on the 3d of December, 1836. Laid on the table. 

Mr. Linn offered the usual resolution to supply 
the members of the senate with newspapers during 
the session. Adopted. 

The chair presented the following letter of 1- 
signation from the secretary of the senate: 

Washington, December 5, 1836. 
Hon. Martin Van Buren vice president of the U.S. 
and president of the senate: 

Srr: 1 herewith resign the office of secretary o! 
the senate of the United States. . 

Having so long possessed the confidence of the 
senate, and enjoyed such continued and friendly in- 
tercourse with its members, it is with feelings of 
deep and painful sensibility I now separate trou 
them; and these feelings are greatly increased, 
when I reflect on the courtesy and kindness I have 
received from yourself, as the presiding officer 0 
the senate, and on the uniform and unbroken con- 
fidence and friendship which have for so matj 
years subsisted between us. No length of time or 
change of circumstances will ever eiface from iy 
mind the recollections growing out of these a 
sociations; and I shall always rejoice to hear 0 
your prosperity and happiness, and of that of every 


member of the senate. 
jWALTER LOWRIE. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, it was 

Ordered, That the chief clerk of the senate pe" 
form the duties of secretary till a secretary be ap- 
pointed. 2 

Mr. Machen accordingly took the requisite oat. 

Messrs. McKean, Tomlinson ani Hendricks wer 
appointed by the chair, on motion of Mr. Wall, 
the committee of accounts of the senate. 

A message was received from the house of re- 
presentatives, by Mr. Franklin, their clerk, ! 
forming the senate that a quorum of the house hi! 
pon 26 and had appointed on their part mei 
bers of a joint committee to wait on the preside 
of the United States. ’ 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the senate adjourne! 
till 12 o’clock to-morrow. be 

December 6. Mr. Grundy, from the joint grt 
mittee appointed to wait on the president of 1 
United States, informed the senate that they 
performed the duty assigned them, and that th 
president had expressed to them his intention © 
make a communication to the two houses of co? 
gress this day at 12 o’clock. 

THE ANNUAL MESSAGE 

From the president of the United States was then 
received and read by the acting secretary, (Le 
H. Machen, esq.) as follows: 

Fellow citizens of the senate ; 

and of the house of representatives, hall 

Addressing to you the last annual message I 3 
ever present to the congress of the United State 
it is a source of the most heartfelt satisfaction ol 
able to congratulate you on the high state of and 
perity which our beloved country has attain 
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with no causes at home or abroad to lessen the con- 
fidence with which we look to the future for con- 
tinuing proofs of the capacity of our free institu- 
tions to produce all the fruits of good government, 
the general condition of our affairs may well excite 
our national pride. 

[cannot avoid congratulating you and my coun- 
try, particularly, on the success of the efforts made 
during my administration by the executive and le- 

islature, in conformity with the sincere, constant 
and earnest desire of the eople, to maintain eace, 
and establish cordial re ations with all foreign 

owers. Our gratitude is due to the Supreme 
Ruler of the universe, and I invite you to unite 
with me in ompatne to Him fervent supplication, 
that his providential care may be ever extended to 
those who follow us, enabling them to avoid the dan- 
ers and the horrors of war, consistently with a just 
and indispensable regard to the rights and honor of 
our country. But, although the present state of our 
foreign aflairs, standing, without important change, 
as they did when you separated in July last, is 
flattering in the extreme, I regret to say, that many 

uestions of an interesting nature at issue with 
others powers are yet unadjusted. Amongst the 
most prominent of these is that of the north eastern 
poundary. With an undiminished confidence in 
the sincere desire of his Britannic majesty’s go- 
vernment to adjust that question, I am not yet in 
possession of the precise grounds upon which it 
proposes a satisfactor adjustment. 

With France our diplomatic relations have been 
resumed, and under circumstances which attest 
the disposition of both governments to preserve 
a mutually beneficial intercourse, and foster those 
amicable feelings which are so strongly required 
by the true interests of the two countries. With 
Russia, Austria, Prussia, Naples, Sweden and Den- 
mark, the best understanding exists, and our com- 
mercial intercourse is gradually expanding itself 
with them. It is encouraged in all these countries, 
except Naples, by their mutually advantageous and 
liberal treaty stipulations with us. 

The claims of our citizens on Portugal are ad- 
mitted to be just, but provision for the payment of 
them has been unfortunately delayed by frequent 
political changes in that kingdom. 

The blessings of peace have not been secured 
by Spain. Our connections with that country are 
on the best footing, with the exception of the bur- 
dens still imposed upon our commerce with her 
possessions out of Europe. 

The claims of American citizens for losses sus- 
tained at the bombardment of Antwerp have been 
presented to the government of Holland and Bel- 
gium, and will be pressed, in due season, to settle- 
ment. 

With Brazil, and all our neighbors of this con- 
tinent, we continue to maintain relations of amity 
and concord, extending our commerce with them 
as far as the resources of the people and the policy 
of their government will permit. The just and 
long standing claims of our citizens upon some of 
them, are yet sources of dissatisfaction and com- 
plaint. No danger is apprehended, however that 
they will not be peaceably, although tardily, ac- 
knowledged and paid by all, unless the irritating 
effeet of her struggle with Texas should unfortu- 
tunately make our immediate neighbor, Mexico, an 
exception. 

It is already known to you, by the correspon- 
dence between the two governments, communicat- 
ed at your last session, that our conduct in relation 
to that struggle is regulated by the same principles 
that governed us in the dispute between Spain and 
Mexico herself, and, I trust, that it will be found, 
on the most severe scrutiny, that our acts have 
strictly corresponded with our professions. That 
the inhabitants of the United States should feel 
strong prepossessions for the one party is not sur- 
prising. ut this circumstance should, of itself, 
teach us great caution, least it lead us into the 
ary error of suffering public policy to be regu- 

ated by partiality or prejudice; and there are con- 
siderations connected with the possible result of 
this contest between the two parties, of so much 
delicacy and importance to the United States, that 
our character requires that we should neither an- 
ticipate events, nor attempt to control them.— 
The known desire of the Texians to become a 
part of our system, although its gratification de- 
pends upon the reconcilement of various and con- 
flicting interests, necessarily a work of time, and 
uncertain in itself, is calculated to expose our con- 
duct to misconstruction in the eyes of the world.— 
There are already those who, indifferent to princi- 
ple themselves, and prone to suspect the want of it 
in others, charge us with ambitious designs and 
insidious policy. You will perceive, by the ac- 
companying documents, that the extraordinary mis- 
sion fram Mexico has been terminated, on the sole 








| exceeding by $9,636,062, the amount which will | 





rounds that the obligations of this government te 
itself and to Mexico, under treaty stipulations, have 
compelled me to trust a discretionary authority to 
a high officer of our army, to advance into territory 
claimed as par of Texas, if necessary to protect 
our own or the neighboring frontier from Indian de- 
predation. In the opinion of the Mexican function- 
ary who has just left us, the honor of this country 
will be wounded by American soldiers entering, 
with the most amicable avowed purposes, upon 

ound from which the followers of his government 

ave been expelled, and over which there is at pre- 
sent no certainty of a serious effort on its part being 
made to re-establish its dominion. The departure 
of this minister was the more singular, as he was 
apprised that the sufficiency of the causes assigned 
for the advance of our troops by the commanding 
general had been seriously doubted by me; and that 
there was every reason to suppose that the troops 
of the United States—their commander having had 
time to ascertain the truth or falsehood of the infor- 
mation upon which they had been marched to Na- 
cogdoches—would be either there in perfect ac- 
cordance with the principles admitted to be just in 
his conference with the secretary of state, by the 
Mexican minister himself, or were already with- 
drawn in consequence of the impressive warnings 
their commanding officer had received from the de- 
partment of war. It is hoped and believed that his 
government will take a more dispassionate and just 
view of this subject, and not be disposed to con- 
strue a measure of justifiable precaution, made ne- 
cessary by its known inability, in execution of the 
stipulations of our treaty, to act upon the frontier, 
into an encroachment upon its rights, or a stain 
upon its honor. 

In the mean time, the ancient complaints of in- 
justice, made on behalf of our citizens are disre- 
garded, and new causes of dissatisfaction have 
arisen, some of them of a character requiring 
prompt remonstrance, and ample and immediate 
redress. I trust, however, by tempering firmness 
with courtesy, and acting with great forbearance 
upon every incident that has occurred, or that may 
happen, to do and to obtain justice, and thus avoid 
the necessity of again bringing this subject to the 
view of congress. 

It is my duty to remind you, that no provision 
has been made to execute our treaty with Mexico 
for tracing the boundary line between the two 
countries. Whatever may be the prospect of 
Mexico being soon able to execute the treaty on its 
part, it is proper that we should be, in anticipation, 
prepared at all times to perform our obligations, 
without regard to the probable condition of those 
with whom we have contracted them, 

The result of the confidential inquiries made in- 
to the condition and prospects of the newly declared 
Texian government, will be communicated to you 
in the course of the session. 

Commercial treaties, promising great advantages 
to our enterprising merchants and navigators, have 
been formed with the distant governments of Mus- 
cat and Siam. The ratifications have been ex- 
changed, but have not reached the department of 
state; copies of the treaties will be transmitted to 
you, if received before, or published, if arriving 
after the close of the present session of congress. 

Nothing has occurred to interrupt the good un- 
derstanding that has long existed with the Barbary 
powers, nor to check the good will which is gradu- 
ally growing up in our intercourse with the do- 
minions of the government of the distinguished 
chief of the Ottoman empire. 

Information has been received at the department 
of state that a treaty with the emperor of Morocco 
has just been negotiated, which, I hope, will be re- 
ceived in time to be laid before the senate previous 
to the close of the session. 

You will perceive, from the report of the secre- 
tary of the treasury, that the financial means of the 
country continue to keep pace with its improve- 
ment in all other respects. The receipts into the 
treasury during the present year, will amount to 
about $47,691,898; those from customs being esti- 
mated at $22,523,151; those from lands at about 
$24,000,000, and the residue from miscellaneous 
sources. The expenditures for all objects durin 
the year, are estimated not to exceed $23,000,000, 
which will leave a balance in the treasury for pub- 
lic purposes, on the first day of January next, of 
about $41,723,959, This sum with, the exception 
five millions, will be transferred to the several 
states, in accordance with the provisions of the act 
regulating the deposites of the public money. 

The unexpended balances of appropriation, on the 
Ist day of January next, are estimated $14,636,062, 


be left in the deposite banks, subject to the draft 
of the treasurer of the United States, after the 
contemplated transfers to the several states are 





made. If, therefore, the future receipts should not 
be sufficient to meet these outstanding and future 
appropriations, there may be soon a necessity to use 
a portion of the funds deposited with the states. 

he consequences apprehended, when the de- 
posite act of the last session received a reluctant 
approval, have been measurably realized. Though 
an act merely for the deposite of the surplus moneys 
of the United States in the state treasuries, for 
safe keeping, until they may be wanted for the ser- 
vice of the general government, it has been exten- 
sively spoken of as an act to give the money to the 
several states, and they have been advised to use it 
as a gift, without regard to the means of refunding 
it when*called for. Such a suggestion has doubtless 
been made without a due consideration of the obli- 
gation of the deposite act, and without a proper at- 
tention to the various principles and interests which 
are affected by it. 

It is manifest that the law itself cannot sanction 

such a suggestion, and that, as it now stands. the 
states have no more authority to receive and use 
these deposites without intending to return them 
than any deposite bank, or any individual tempo- 
rarily c arged with the safe keeping or application 
of the public money, would now have for converting 
the same to their private use, without the consent 
and against the willof the government. But inde- 
pendently of the violation of public faith, and mo- 
ral obligation which are involved in this suegestion 
when examined in reference to the terms of the 
present deposite act, it is believed that the consid- 
erations which should govern the future legislation 
of congress on this subject, will be equally conclu- 
sive against the adoption of any measure recogniz- 
ing the principles on which the suggestion has been 
made. 
_ Considering the intimate connectiun of the sub- 
ject with the financial interests of the country, and 
its great importance in whatever aspect it can be 
viewed, I have bestowed upon it the most anxious 
reflection, and feel it to be my duty to state to 
congress such thoughts as have occurred to me, to 
aid their deliberation in treating it in the manner 
best calculated to conduce to the common good. 

The experience of other nations admonished us 
to hasten the extinguishment of the public debt. 
But it will be in vain that we have congratulated 
each other upon the disappearance of this evil, if 
we do not guard against the equally great one of 
promoting the unnecessary accumulation of public 
revenue. No a maxim is better established 
than that which tells us that an improvident expen- 
diture of money is the parent of profligacy, and 
that no people can hope to perpetuate their liberties 
who long acquiesce ina policy which taxes them 
for object not necessary to the legitimate and real 
wants of their government. 

Flattering as is the condition of our country at 
the present period, because of its unexampled’ ad- 
vance in all the steps of social and political im- 
pronerenns. it cannot be disguised that there is a 

urking danger already apparent in the neglect of 
this warning truth, and that the time has arrived 
when the representatives of the people should be 
employed in devising some more appropriate reme- 
dy than now exists, to avert it. 

_ Under our present revenue system, there is every 
ror that there will continue to be a surplus 

eyond the wants of the gover::ment; and it has be- 
come our duty to decide whether such a result be 
consistent with the true objects of our government. 

Should a surplus be permitted to accumulate, be- 
yond the appropriations, it must be retained in the 
treasury as it now is, or distributed among the peo- 
ple or the states. 

To retain it in the treasury, unemployed in any 
way, is impracticable. It is, besides, against the 
genius of our free institutions to lock up in vaults 
the treasure of the nation. To take from the peo- 
ple the right of bearing arms, and put their weapons 
of defence in the hands of a standing army, would 
be scarcely more dangerous to their liberties than 
to permit the government to accumulate immense 
amounts of treasure — the supplies necessa 
to its legitimate wants. Such a treasure would doubt- 
less be employed, at some time, as it has been in 


g|other countries, when opportunity tempted ambi- 


tion. 

To collect it merely for distribution to the states, 
would seem to be highly impolitic, if not as dan- 
gerous as the proposition to retain it in the treasury. 
The shortest reflection must satisfy every one that 
to require the pease to pay taxes to the govern- 
ment merely that they may be paid back again, ia 
sporting with the substantial interests of the eoun- 
try, and no system which produces such a result 
can be expected to receive the public countenance, 
Nothing could be gained by it, even if each indi- 
vidual who contributed a portion of the tax could 
receive back promptly the same portion, But it is 
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apparent that no system of the kind can ever be en- 
forced, which will not absorb a considerable por- 
tion of the money, to be distributed in salaries and 
commissions to the agents employed in the process, 
and in the various losses and depreciations which 
arise from other causes; and the practical effect of 
such an attempt must ever be to burden the people 
with taxes, not for purposes beneficial to them, but 
to swell the profits of deposite banks, and support 
a band of useless public officers. 

A distribution to the people is impracticable and 
unjust in other respects. It would be taking one 
man’s property and giving it to another. Such 
would be the unavoidable result of a rule of equa- 
lity (and none other is spoken of, or would’be like- 
ly to be adopted) inasmuch as there is no mode 
by which the amount of the individual contribu- 
tions of our citizens to the public revenue can be 
ascertained. We know that they contribute wne- 
qually, and a rule therefore that would distribute to 
them equally, would be liable to all the objections 
which apply to the principle of an equal division 
of property. To make the general government the 
instrument of carrying this odious principle into ef- 
fect, would be at once to destroy the means of its 
usefulness, and change the character designed for 
it cd the framers of the constitution. 

ut the more extended and injurious consequen- 
ces likely to result from a policy which would col- 
lect a surplus revenue for the purpose of distribut- 
ing it, may be forcibly illustrated by an examina- 
tion of the effects already produced by the present 
deposite act. This act, although certainly design- 
ed to secure the safe keeping of the public revenue, 
is not entirely free in its tendencies from many of 
the objections which apply to this principle of dis- 
tribution. The government had, without necessi- 
ty, received from the people a large surplus, which, 
instead of being employed as heretofore, and re- 
turned to them by means of the public expendi- 
ture, was deposited with sundry banks. The banks 
proceeded to make loans upon this surplus, and 
thus converted it into banking capital, and in this 


manner it has tended to multiply bank charters, | 


and has had a great agency in producing a spirit of 
wild. speculation. The possession and use of the 

roperty out of which this surplus was created be- 
ong to the people; but the government has trans- 
ferred its possession to incorporated banks, whose 
interest and effort it is to make large profits out of 
its use. This process need only be stated to show 
its injustice and bad policy. 

And the same observations apply to the influence 
which is produced by the steps necessary to collect, 
as well as to distribute such a revenue. About 
three-fifths of all the duties on imports are paid in 
the eity of New York, but it is obvions that the 
means to pay those duties are drawn from every 
quarter of the union. Every citizen in every state, 
who purehases and consumes an article which has 
paid a duty at that port, contributes to the accumu- 
lating mass. The surplus collected there, must, 
therefore, be made up of moneys of property with- 
drawn from other points and other states. ‘Thus 
the wealth and business of every region from which 
these surplus funds proceed, must be, to some ex- 
tent, injured; while that of the place where the 
funds are concentrated, and are employed in bank- 
ing, are proportionably extended. But both in 
making the transfer of the funds which are first ne- 
cessary to pay the duties and collect the surplus— 
and in making the retransfer, which becomes ne- 
cessary when the time arrives for the distribution 
of that surplus—there is a considerable period 
when the funds cannot be brought into use; and it 
is manifest that, besides the loss inevitable from 
such an operation, its tendency is to produce fluc- 
tuations in the business of the country, which are 
always productive of speculation, and detrimental 
to the interests of regular trade. Argument can 
scarcely be necessary to show that a measure of 
this character ought not to receive further legisla- 
tive encouragement. 

By examining the practical operation of the ratio 
for distribution, adopted in the deposite bill of the 
last session, we shall discover other features, that 
appear equally objectionable. Let it be assumed, 
for the sake of argument, that the surplus moneys 
to be deposited with the states have been collected, 
and belong to them, in the ratio of their federal re- 
presentative population—an assumption founded 
upon the fact that any deficiencies in our future re- 
venue from imposts and public lands, must be made 
up by direct taxes, collected from the states in that 
ratio. Itis proposed to distribute the surplus, say 
$30,000,000, not according to the ratio in which it 
has been collected and belongs to the people of the 
states, but in that of their votes in the eolleges of 
electors of president and vice president, The ef- 
fect of a distribution upon that ratio is shown by 
the annexed table, marked A, [See page 238.] 








By an examination of that table, it will be per- 
ceived, that in the distribution of a surplus of 
$30,000,00, = that basis, there is a great de- 
arture from the principle which regards represen- 
tion as the true measure of taxation: and it will 
be found that the tendency of that departure will 
be to increase whatever inequalities have been sup- 
osed to attend the operation of our federal system 
in respect to its bearings upon the different inter- 
ests of the union. In making the basis of repre- 
sentation the basis of taxation, the framers of the 
constitution intended to equalize the burdens which 
are necessary to support the government; and the 
adoption of that ratio, while it accomplished this 
object, was also the means of adjusting other great 
topics arising out of the conflicting views respect- 
ing the political equality of the various members of 
the confederacy. Whatever, therefore, disturbs 
the liberal spirit of the compromises which estab- 
lished a rule of taxation so just and equitable, and 
which experience has proved to be so well adapted 
to the eer and habits of our people, should be 
received with the greatest caution and distrust. 


A bare inspection, in the annexed table, of the 
differences produced by the ratio used in the depo- 
site act, compared with the results of a distribution 
according to the ratio of direct taxation, must satis- 
fy every unprejudiced mind, that the former ratio 
contravenes the spirit of the constitution, and pro- 
duces a degree of injustice in the operation of the 
federal government which would be fatal to the 
hope of perpetuating it. To the ratio of direct 
taxation, for example, the state of Delaware, in the 
collection of $30,000,000 of revenue, would pay 
into the treasury $188,716: and in a distribution of 
$30,000,000 she would receive back from the go- 
vernment, according to the ratio of the deposite 
bill, the sum of $306,122: and similar results 
would follow the comparison between the small 
and large states throughout the union; thus realiz- 
ing to the small states an advantage which would 
be doubtless as unacceptable to them as a motive 
for incorporating the principle in any system which 
would produce it, as it would be inconsistent with 
the rights and expectations of the large states.— 
It was certainly the intention of that provision of 
the constitution which declares that ‘all duties, 
imposts and excises” shall ‘*be uniform throughout 
the United States,” to make the burdens of taxa- 
tion fall equally upon the people in whatever state 
of the union they may reside. But what would be 
the value of such an uniform rule if the moneys 
raised by it could be immediately returned by a 
different one which will give to the people of some 
states much more, and to those of others much less, 
than their fair proportions? Were the federal go- 
vernment to exempt, in express terms, the imports, 
products and manufactures of some portions of the 
country from all duties, while it imposed heavy 
ones on others, the injustice could not be greater. 
It would be easy to show how, by the operation of 
such a principle, the large states of the union would 
not only have to contribute their just share towards 
the support of the federal government, but also have 
to bear in some degree the taxes necessary to sup- 

ort the governments of their smaller sisters; but 
it is deemed unnecessary to state the details where 
the general principle is so obvious. 


A system liable to such objections can never be 
supposed to have been sanctioned by the framers 
of the constitution, when they conferred on con- 
gress the taxing power: and I feel persuaded that a 
mature examination of the subject will satisfy every 
one that there are insurmountable difficulties in the 
operation of any plan which can be devised of col- 
lecting revenue for the purpose of distributing it. 
Congress is only authorised to levy taxes ‘lo pay 
the debts and provide for the common defence and ge- 
neral welfare af the United States.” There is no 
such provision as would authorise congress to col- 
lect together the property of the country, under the 
name of revenue, for the purpose of dividing it 
equally or unequally among the states or the peo- 
ple, Indeed, it is not probable that such an idea 
ever occurred to the states when they adopted the 
constitution. But, however this may be, the only 
safe rule for us in interpreting the powers granted 
to the federai government, is to regard the absence 
of express authority to touch a subject so import- 
ant and delicate as this is, as equivalent to a prohi- 
bition. 

Even if our powers were less doubtful in this re- 
spect, as the constitution now stands, there are con- 
siderations afforded by reeent experience, which 
would seem to make it our duty to avoid a resort 
to such a system. 


All will admit that the simplicity and economy 
of the state governments, mainly depend on the fact 
that money has to be supplied to support them by 
the same men, or their agents, who vote it away 


a 


— 





in appropriations, Hence, when there are extraya- 
gant and wasteful appropriations, there must be 
corresponding increase of taxes: and the people, 
becoming awakened, will necessarily scrutinize the 
character of measures which thus increase thejy 
burdens. By the watchful eye of self-interest, the 
agents of the people in the state governments are 
repressed, and kept within the limits of a just eco. 
nomy. But ifthe necessity of levying the taxes be 
taken from those who make the appropriations, ang 
thrown upon a more distant and less responsible 
set of public agents, who have power to approach 
the people by an indirect and stealthy taxation, 
there is reason to fear that prodigality will soon 
supersede those characteristics which have thus far 
made us look with so much pride and confidence to 
the state governments, as the main stay of our union 
and liberties. The state legislatures, instead of 
studying to restrict their state expenditures to the 
smallest possible sum, will claim credit for their 
profusion, and harrass the general government for 
increased supplies. Practically, there would soon 
be but one taxing power, and that vested in a body 
of men far removed from the people, in which the 
farming and mechanic interests would scarcely be 
represented. The states would gradually lose their 
purity as well as their independence; they would 
not dare to murmur at the proceedings of the gene- 
ral government, lest they should lose their supplies; 
all would be merged in a practical consolidation, 
cemented by wide-spread corruption, which could 
only be eradicated by one of those bloody revolu- 
tions which occasionally overthrow the despotic 
systems of the old world. 

In all the other aspects in which I have been able 
to look at the effect of such a principle of distribu- 
tion upon the best interests of the country, I can see 
nothing to compensate for the disadvantages to 
which I have adverted. If we consider the pro- 
tective duties, which are, in a great degree, the 
source of the surplus revenue, beneficial to one sec- 
tion of the union, and prejudicial to another, there 
is no corrective for the evil in such a plan of distri. 
bution. On the contrary, there is reason to fear 
that all the complaints which have sprung from this 
cause would be aggravated. Every one must be 
sensible that a distribution of the surplus must be- 
get a disposition to cherish the means which create 
it; and any system, therefore, into which it enters, 
must have a powerful tendency to increase, rather 
than diminish the tariff. If it were even admitted 
that the advantages of such a system could be made 
equal to all the sections of the union, the reasons 
already so urgently calling for a reduction of the 
revenue, would, nevertheless, lose none of their 
force; for it will always be improbable that an in- 
telligent and virtuous community can consent to 
raise a surplus for the mere purpose of dividing it, 
diminished as it must inevitably be by the expenses 
of the various machinery necessary to the process. 

The safest and simplest mode of obviating all the 
difficulties which have been mentioned, is to col- 
lect only revenue enough to meet the wants of the 
government, and let the people keep the balance of 
the property in theirown hands, to be used {or their 
own profit Each state will then support its own 
government, and contribute its due share towards 
the support of the general government. There 
would be no surplus to cramp and lessen the re- 
sources of individual wealth and enterprise, and 
the banks would be left to their ordinary means.— 
Whatever agitations and fluctuations might arise 
from our unforfunate paper system, they could 
never be attributed, justly or unjustly, to the action 
of the federal government. There would be some 
guaranty that the spirit of wild speculation, which 
seeks to convert the surplus revenue into banking 
capital, would be effectually checked, and that the 
scenes of demoralization, which are now so preva- 
lent through the land, would disappear. 

Without desiring to conceal that the experience 
and observation of the last two years, have operat- 
ed a partial ehange in my views upon this interest- 
ing subject, it is nevertheless regretted that the 
suggestions made by me in my annual messages of 
1829 and 1830, have been greatly misunderstood. 
At that time, the great struggle was begun against 
that latitudinarian construction of the constitution, 
which authorises the unlimited appropriation of the 
revenues of the union to internal improvements 
within the states, tending te invest in the hands, 
and place under the control, of the general govern- 
ment, all the principal roads and canals of the coun- 
try, in violation of state rights, and in derogation of 
state authority. At the same time, the condition 
of the manufacturing interest was such as to create 
an apprehension that the duties on imports could 
not, withqut extensive mischief, be reduced in sea- 
son tu prevent the accumulation of a considerable 
surplus after the payment of the national debt. In 
view of the dangers of such a surplus, and in pre- 
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ference to its application to internal improvements, 
jn derogation of the rights and powers of the states, 
the suggestion of an amendmeut of the constitution 
to authorise its distribution was made. It was an 
alternative for what were deemed greater evils—a 
temporary resort to relieve an overburdened treasu- 
ry until the government could, without a sudden 
and destruetive revulsion in the business of the 
country, gradually return to the just sag of 


-yaising no more revenue from the people, in taxes, 


than is necessary for its economical support. Even 
that alternative was not spoken of but in connec- 
tion with an amendment of the constitution. No 
temporary inconvenience can justify the exercise 
of a prohibited power, or a power not granted by 
that instrument; and it was from a conviction that 
the power to distribute even a temporary surplus of 
revenue is of that character, that it was suggested 
only in connection with an appeal to the source of 
all 4 al power in the general government, the states 
which have established it. No such appeal has 
been taken, and in my opinion a distribution of the 
surplus revenue by congress, either to the states or 
the people, is to be considered as among the prohi- 
bitions of the constitution. As already intimated, 
my views have undergone a change, so far as to be 
convineed that no aiteration of the constitution in 
this respect is wise or expedient. The influence 
of an accumulating surplus upon the legislation of 
the general government and the states, its effects 
upon the credit system of the country, producing 
dangerous extensions and ruinous contractions, flue- 
tuations in the price of property, rash speculation, 
idleness, extravagance, and a deterioration of mo- 
rals, have taught us the important lesson, that any 
transient mischief which may atiend the reduction 
of our revenue to the wants of our government, is 
to be borne in preference to an overflowing trea- 
sury. 

bee leave to call your attention to another sub- 
ject intimately associated with the preceding one— 
the currency of the country. 

It is apparent, from the whole context of the 
constitution, as well as the history of the times 
which gave birth to it, that it was the purpose of 
the convention to establish a currency consisting of 
the preeious metals. These, from their peculiar 
a, a which rendered them the standard of va- 

we in all other countries, were adopted in this, as 
well to establish its commercial standard in refer- 
ence to foreign countries by a permanent rule, as 
to exclude the use of a mutable medium of ex- 
change, such as of certain agricultural commodities, 
recognized by the statutes of some states as a ten- 
der for debts, or the still more pernicious expedient 
of a paper currency. The last, from the experience 
of the evils of the issues of paper during the revolu- 
tion, had become so justly obnoxious, as not only to 
suggest the clause in the constitution forbidding the 
emission of bills of credit by the states, but also to 
produce that vote in the convention which negatived 
the proposition to grant power to congress to char- 
ter ecorporations—1 proposition well understood at 
the time, as intended to authorise the establishment 
of a national bank, which was to issue a currency 
of bank notes, on a capital to be created to some 
extent out of government stocks. Although this 
proposition was refused by a direct vote of the con- 
vention, the object was afterwards in effect obtain- 
ed, by its ingenious advocates, through a strained 
construction of the constitution. The debts of the 
revolution were funded, at prices which formed no 
equivalent compared with the nominal amount of 
the stock, and under circumstances which exposed 
the motives of some of those who participated in 
the passage of the act to distrust. 

The faets that the value of the stock was greatly 
enhanced by the creation of the bank, that it was 
well understood that such would be the case, and 
that some of the advocates of the measure were 
largely benefitted by it, belong to the history of the 
times, and are well ealculated to diminish the re: 
spect which might etherwise have been due to the 
action of the congress which created the institution. 

On the establishment of a national bank, it be- 
came the interest of its creditors, that gold should 
be superseded by the paper of the bank, as a gene- 
ral eurrency. A value was soon attached to the 
gold coins, which made their exportation to foreign 
countries, as a mercantile commodity, more profita- 
ble than their retention and use at home as money. 
It followed, as a matter of course, if not designed 
by those who established the bank, that the bank 
became, in effect, a substitute for the mint of the 
United States. 

Such was the origin of a national bank currency, 
and such the beginning of those difficulties which 
now appear in the excessive issues of the banks in- 
corporated by the various states. 

Although it may not be possible, by any legisla- 
tive means within our power, to change at once the 





system which has thus been introduced, and has re- 

ceived the acquiescence of all portions of the coun- 

try, it is certainly our duty to do all that is consist- 

ent with our constitutional obligations in prevent- 

ing the mischiefs which are threatened by its undue 

extension. That the efforts of the fathers of our 
government to guard — it by a constitutional 

provision were founded on an intimate knowledge 
of the subject, has been frequently attested by the 
bitter experience of the country. The same causes 
which led them to refuse their sanction to a power 
authorising the establishment of incorporations for 
banking purposes, now exist in a much stronger 
degree to urge us to exert the utmost vigilance in 
‘aalling into action the means necessary to correct 
the evils resulting from the unfortunate exercise of 
the power, and it is to be heped that the opportuni- 
ty for effecting this great good, will be improved 
before the country witnesses new scenes of embar- 
rassment and distress. 

Variableness must ever be the characteristic of a 
eurrency, of which the precious metals are not the 
chief ingredient, or which can be expanded or con- 
tracted without regard to the principles that regu- 
late the value of eae metals as a standard in the 
general trade of the world, With us bank issues 
constitute a currency, and must ever do so until 
they are made dependent on those just proportions 
of gold and silver, as a circulating medium, which 
experience has proved to be necessary, not only in 
this, but in all other commercial countries. Where 
those proportions are not infused into the circula- 
tion, and do not contro] it, it is manifest that prices 
must vary according to the tide of bank issues, and 
the value and stability of property must stand ex- 
posed to all the uncertainty which attends the ad- 
ministration of institutions that are constantly lia- 
ble to the temptation of an interest distinct from 
that of the community in which they are establish- 
ed. 

The progress of an expansion, or rather a depre- 
ciation of the currency, by excessive bank issues, 
is always attended by a loss to the laboring classes, 
This portion of the community have neither time 
nor opportunity to watch the ebbs and flows of the 
money market. Engaged from day to day in their 
useful toils, they do not perceive that although 
their wages are nominally the same, or even some- 
what higher, they are greatly reduced in fact by 
the rapid increase of a spurious currency, which, 
as it appears to make money abound, they are at 
first inclined to consider a blessing. It is not so 
with the speculator, by whom this operation is 
better understood, and is made to contribute to 
his advantage, It is not until the prices of the 
necessaries of life become so dear that the labor- 
ing classes cannot supply their wants out of their 
wages, that the wages rise, and gradually reach 
a justly proportioned rate to that of the products 
of their labor. When thus by the depreciation 
in consequence of the quantity of paper in cir- 
culation, wages as well as prices become exorbi- 
tant, it is soon found that the whole effect of the 
adulteration is a tariff on our home industry for the 
benefit of the countries where gold and silver cir- 
culate, and maintain uniformity and moderation in 
prices. It is then perceived that the enhancement 
of the price of land and labor produces a corres- 
ponding increase in the price of products, until 
these products do not sustain a competition with si- 
milar ones in other countries; and thus both manu- 
factured and agricultural productions cease to bear 
exportation from the equntry of the spurious cur- 
rency, because they cannot be sold for cost. This 
is the process by which specie is banished by the 
paper of the banks. Their vaults are soon exhaust- 
ed to pay for foreign commodities, the next step is 
a stoppage of specie payment; a total degradation 
of paper as a currency; unusual depression of prices; 
the ruin of debtors, and the accumulation of pro- 
perty in the hands of creditors and cautious capital- 
ists. 

It was in view of these evils, together with the 
dangerous power wielded by the bank of the United 
States, and its repugnance to our constitution, that 
I was induced to exert the power conferred upon 
me by the American people, to prevent the continu- 
ance of that institution. But, although various 
dangers to our republican institutions have been 
obviated by the failure of that bank to extort from 
the government a renewal of its charter, it is ob- 
vious that little has been accomplished, except a 
salutary change of public opinion, towards restoring 
to the country the sound currency provided for in 
the constitution. Intheacts of several of the states 
prohibiting the circulation of small notes, and the 
auxiliary enactments of congress at the last session 
forbidding their reception or payment on public ac- 
count, the true policy of the country has been ad- 
vaneed, and a larger portion of the precious metals 
infused into our circulating medium. These mea- 





sures will probably be followed up, in due time, by 
the enactment of state laws banishing from cireu- 
lation bank notes of still high denominations; and 
the obyect may be materially promoted by further 
acts of congress, forbidding the employment, as 
fisca] agents, of such banks as continue to issue 
notes of low denominations, and throw impediments 
in the way of the circulation of gold and silver. 
The effects of an extension of bank credits and 
over issues of bank paper, have been strikingly il- 
lustrated in the sales of the public lands. From 
the returns made by the various registers and re- 
ceivers in the early part of last summer, it was per- 
ceived that the receipts arising from the sales of the 
public lands were increasing to an unprecedented 
amount. In effect, however, these receipts amount- 
ed to nothing more than credits in bank. The banks 
lent out their notes to speculators; they were paid 
to the receivers, and immediately returned to the 
banks, to be lent out again and again, being mere 
instruments to transfer to speculators the most valu- 
able public land, and pay the government by a credit 
on the books of the banks. Those credits on the 
books of some of the western banks, usually called 
deposites, were already greatly beyond their imme- 
diate means of payment, and were rapidly increas- 
ing. Indeed each speculation furnished means for 
another; for no sooner had one individual or com- 
any paid in the notes, than they were immediate- 
y lent to another fora like purpose, aid the banks 
were extending their business and their issues so 
largely, as to alarm considerate men, and render it 
doubtful whether these bank credits, if permitted 
to accumulate, would ultimately be of the least 
value to the government. The spirit of expansion 
and speculation was not confined to the desosite 
banks, but pervaded the whole multitude of banks 
throughout the union, and was giving rise to new 
institutions to aggravate the evil. 


the people generally, required that these operations 
snould be checked; and it became the duty of every 
branch of the general and state governments to 














adopt all legitimate and proper means to produce 
the salutary effect. Under this view of my duty, 
I directed the issuing of the order which will be 
laid before you by the secretary of the treasury, re- 
quiring payment for the public lands to be sold to 
be made in specie, with an exception until the 15th 
of the present month, in favor of actual settlers. 
This measure has produced many salutary conse- 
quences. It checked the career of the western 
banks, and gave them additional strength in antici- 
pation of the pressure which has since pervaded 
our eastern as well as the European commercial 
cities. By preventing the extension of the credit 
system, it measurably cut off the means of specu- 
lation, and retarded its progress in monopolizing the 
most valuable of the public lands. It has tended 
to save the new states from a non-resident proprie- 
torship, one of the greatest obstacles to the advance- 
ment of a new country and the prosperity of an old 
one. It has tended to keep open the public lands 
for entry by emigrants at government prices, in- 
stead of their being compelled to purchase of spe- 
culators at double or treble prices. And it is con- 
veying into the interior large sums in silver and 
gold, there to enter permanently into the currency 
of the country, and place it on a firmer foundation. 
It is confidently believed that the country will find 
in the motives which induced that order, and the 
happy consequences which will have ensued, much 
to commend and nothing to condemn. 

It remaius for congress, if they approve the poli- 
cy which dictated this order, to follow it up in its 
various bearings. Much good, in my judgment, 
would be produced by prohibiting sales of the pub- 
lic lands, except to actual settlers, at a reasonable 
reduction of price, and to limit the quantity which 
shall be sold to them. Although it is believed the 
general government never ought to receive any 
thing but the constitutional currency in exchange 
for the public lands, that point would be of less im- 
portance if the lands were sold for immediate set- 
tlement and cultivation, Indeed, there is scarcely 
a mischief arising out of our present land system, 
including the aecumulating surplus of revenue, 
which would not be remedied at once by a restrie- 
tion on land sales to actual settlers; and it promises 
other advantages to the country in general, and to 
the new states in particular, which cannot fail to 
receive the most profound consideration of con- 
gress. 

Experience continues to realize the expectations 
entertained as to the capacity of the state banks to 
perform the duties of fiseal agents for the gavern- 
ment, at the time of the removal of the deposites, 
It was alleged by the advocates of the bank ef the 





United States that the state banks, whatever might 
be the regulations of the treasury department, could 
not make the transfers required by the government, 


The safety of the public funds, and the interest of 
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or negotiate the domestic exchanges of the country. 
It is now well ascertained that the real domestic 
exchanges performed, through discounts, by the U. 
States bank and its twenty-five branches, were at 
least one-third less than those of the deposite banks 
for an equal period of time; and if a comparison 
be instituted between the amounts of service ren- 
dered by these institutions, on the broader basis 
which has been used by the advocates of the United 
States bank in estimating what they consider the 
domestic exchanges transacted by it, the result will 
be still more favorable to the deposite banks. 

The whole amount of public money transferred 
by the bank of the United States in 1832, was 
$16,000,000. The amount transferred and actually 

aid by the deposite banks in the year ending the 
Fst of October last, was $39,319,899; the amount 
transferred and paid between that period and the 
sixth of November, was $5,399,000; and the amount 
of transfer warrants outstanding on that day was 
$14,450,000; making an aggregate of $59,168,894. 
These enormous sums of money first mentioned 
have been trausferred with the greatest promptitude 
and regularity, and the rates at which the exchanges 
have been negotiated previously to the passage of 
the deposite act, were generally below those charged 
by the bank of the United States. Independently 
of these services, which are far greater than those 
rendered by the United States bank, and its twen- 
ty-five branches, a number of the deposite banks 
have, with a commendable zeal to aid in the im- 
provement of the currency, imported from abroad, 
at their own expense, large sums of the precious 
metals, for coinage and circulation. 

In the same manner have nearly all the predic- 
tions turned out in respect to the effect of the re- 
moval of the deposites—a step unquestionably ne- 
cessary, to prevent the evils which it was foreseen 
the bank itself would endeavor to create, in a final 
struggle to procure a renewal of its charter. It may 
be thus, too, in some degree, with the further steps 
which may be taken to prevent the excessive issue 
of other bank paper; but it is to be hoped that no- 
thing will now deter the federal and state authori- 
ties from the firm and vigorous performance of their 
duties to themselves and to the people in this re- 
spect. 

th reducing the revenue to the wants of the go- 
vernment, your particular attention is invited to 
those articles which constitute the necessaries of 
life. The duty on salt was laid as a war tax, and 
was no doubt continued to assist in providing for 
the payment of the war debt. There is no article 
the release of which from taxation would be felt so 
generally and so beneficially. To this may be 
added all kinds of fuel and provisions. Justice and 
benevolence unite in favor of releasing the poor of 
our cities from burdens which are not necessary to 
the support of our government, and tend only to 
increase the wants of the destitute. 

It will be seen by the report of the secretary of 
the treasury, and the any rn re | documents, 
that the bank of the United States has made no 
payment on account of the stock held by the go- 
vernment in that institution, although urged to 

av any portion which might suit its convenience, 
and that it has given no information when pay- 
ment may be expected. Nor, although repeatedly 
requested, has it furnished the information in re- 
lation to its condition, which congress authorised 
the secretary to eollect at their last session; such 
measures as are within the power of the executive, 
have been taken to ascertain the value of the 
stock, and procure the payment as early as possi- 
ble. 

The conduct and present condition of that bank, 
and the great amount of capital vested in it by the 
United States, require your careful attention. Its 
charter expired on the 3d day of March last, and it 
has now no power but that given in the 21st section 
«to use the corporate name, style and capacity for 
the purpose of suits for the final settlement and 
liquidation of the affairs and accounts of the cor- 
poration, and for the sale and disposition of their 
estates, real, personal and mixed, but not for any 
other purpose, or in any other manner whatsoever, 
nor for a period exceeding two years after the ex- 
piration ef the said term of incorporation.” Be- 
fore the expiration of the charter, the stockholders 
of the bank obtained an act of incorporation from 
the legislature of Pennsylvania, excluding only the 
United States. Instead of proceeding to wind up 
their concerns, and pay over to the United States 
the amount due on account of the stock held by 
them, the president and directors of the old bank 
appear to have transferred the books, papers, notes, 
obligations, and most .or all of its property to this 
new corporation, which entered upon business as a 
continuation of the eld concern. Amongst other 
acts of questionable validity, the notes of the expir- 
ed corporation are known to have been used as its | 





own, and again put in circulation. That the old 
bank had no right to issue or reissue its notes after 
the expiration of its charter, cannot be denied, and 
that it could not confer any such right on its sub- 
stitute, any more than exercise it itself, is equall 
plain. In law and honesty, the notes of the ban 
in cireulation, at the expiration of its charter, 
should have been called in by public advertisement, 
— up as presented, and, together with those on 

and, cancelled and destroyed. Their reissue is 
sanctioned by no law, and warranted by no neces- 
sity. If the United States be responsible in their 
stock for the payment of these notes, their reissue, 
by the new corporation, for their own profit, is a 
fraud on the government. If the United States is 
not responsible, then there is no legal responsibility 
in any quarter, and it is a fraud on the country.— 
They are the redeemed notes of a dissolved part- 
nership, but, contrary to the wishes of the retirin 
partner, and without his consent, are again ve-inonel 
and circulated. 

It is the high and peculiar duty of congress to 
decide whether any further legislation be necessary 
for the security of the large amount of public pro- 
perty now held and in use by the new bank, and 
for vindicating the rights of the government, and 
compelling a speedy and honest settlement with all 
the creditors of the old bank, public and private, or 
whether the subject shall be left to the power now 
possessed by the executive and judiciary. It re- 
mains to be seen whether the persons, se as ma- 
nagers of the old bank, undertook to control the 
government, retained the public dividends, shut 
their doors upon a committee of the house of repre- 
sentatives, and filled the country with panic to ac- 
complish their own sinister objects, may now, as 
managers of a new bank, continue with impunity 
to flood the country with a spurious currency, use 
the seven millions of government stock for their 
own profit, and refuse to the United States all in- 
formation as to the present condition of their own 
property, and the prospect of recovering it into their 
own possession, 

The lessons taught by the bank of the United 
States cannot well be lost upon the American peo- 
ple. They will take care never-again to place so 
tremendous a power in irresponsible hands, and it 
will be fortunate if they seriously consider the con- 
sequences which are likely to result on a smaller 
scale from the facility with which corporate powers 
are granted by their state government. 

It is believed that the law of the last session re- 
gulating the deposite banks, operates onerously and 
unjustly upon them in many respects: and it is 
hoped that congress, on proper representation, will 
adopt the modifications which are necessary to pre- 
vent this consequence. 

The report of the secretary of war, ad interim, 
and the accompanying documents, all which are 
herewith laid before you, will give you a full view 
of the diversified and important operations of that 
department during the past year. 

he military movements rendered necessary by 
the aggressions of the hostile portions of the Semi- 
nole and Creek tribes of Indians, and by other cir- 
cumstances, have required the active employment 
of nearly our whole regular force, including the 
marine corps, and of Jarge bodies of militia and vo- 
lunteers. With all these events, so far as they 
were known at the seat of government before the 
termination of your last session, you are already 
acquainted; and it is therefore only needful in this 
vege to lay before you a brief summary of what 

as since occurred. 

The war with the Seminoles, during the sum- 
mer, was on our part, chiefly confined to the pro- 
tection of our frontier settlements, from the incur- 
sions of the enemy; and as a necessary and import- 
ant means for the accomplishment of that end, to 
the maintenance of the posts previously establish- 
ed. In the course of this duty several actions 
took place, in which the bravery and discipline of 
both officers and men were conspicuously display- 
ed, and which I have deemed it proper to notice, 
in respect to the former, by the granting of brevet 
rank for gallant services in the field. But as the 
force of the Indians was not so far weakened by 
these partial successes, as to lead them to submit, 
and as their savage inroads were frequently repeat- 
ed, early measures were taken for placing at the 
disposal of governor Call, who, as commander-in- 
chlef of the territorial militia, had been tempo- 
rarily invested with the command, an ample force, 
for the purpose of resuming offensive operations, in 
the most efficient manner, so soon as the season 
should permit. Major general Jesup was also di- 
rected on the conclusion of his duties in the Creek 
country, to repair to Florida, and assume the com- 
mand. 

The result of the first movement made by the 
forces under the direction of governor Call, in Oc- 
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tober last, as detailed in the accompanying papers 
excited much surprise and disappointment. A ful} 
a has been required of the causes which 
led to the failure of that movement, but has not 
yet been received. In the mean time, as it was 
feared that the heaith of governor Call, who was 
understood to have suffered much from sickness, 
might not be adequate to the crisis, and as major 
general Jesup was known to have reached Florida, 
that officer was directed to assume the command, 
and to prosecute all needful operations with the 
utmost promptitude and vigor. From the force 
at his disposal, and the dispositions he has made 
and is instructed to make, and from the very ef- 
ficient measures which it is since ascertained have 
been taken by governor Call, there is reason to 
hope that they will soon be enabled to reduce the 
enemy to subjection. In the mean time, as you 
will perceive from the report of the secretary, there 
is urgent necessity for further appropriations to 
—— these hostilities. 

appily for the interests of humanity, the hos- 
tilities with the Creeks have been brought toa close 
soon after your adjournment, without that effusion 
of blood which at one time was apprehended as 
inevitable. The unconditional submission of the 
hostile party was followed by their speedy removal 
to the country assigned them west of the Missis- 
sippi. The inquiry as to alleged frauds in the 
purchase of the reservations of these Indians, and 
the causes of these hostilities, requested by the re- 
solution of the house of representatives of the Ist 
of July last, to be made by the president, is now 
going on, through the agency of commissioners ap- 
pointed for that purpose. Their report may be ex- 
pected during your present session. 

The difficulties apprehended in the Cherokee 
country have been prevented, and the peace and 
safety of that region and its vicinity effectually 
secured, by the timely measures taken by the war 
department, and still continued. 

The discretionary authority given to gen. Gaines 
to cross the Sabine, and to occupy a position as 
far west as Nacogdoches, in case he should deem 
such a step necessary to the protection of the fron- 
tier, and to the fulfilment of the stipulations con- 
tained in our treaty with Mexico, and the move- 
ments subsequently made by that officer, have been 
alluded to in a former part of this message. At 
the date of the latest intelligence from Nacogdo- 
ches, our troops were yet at that station; but the 
officer who has succeeded gen. Gaines has recent- 
ly been advised that, frem the facts known at the 
seat of government, there would seem to be no 
adequate cause for any longer maintaining that 
position; and he was accordingly instructed, in 
case the troops were not already withdrawn under 
the discretionary powers before possessed by him, 
to give the requisite orders for that purpose on the 
receipt of the instructions, unless he shall then 
have in his possession such information as_ shall 
satisfy him that the maintenance of the post is es- 
sential to the protection of our frontiers, and to the 
due execution of our treaty stipulations, as pre- 
viously explained to him. 

Whilst the necessities existing during the pre- 
sent year, for the service of militia and volunteers, 
have furnished new proofs of the patriotism of our 
fellow citizens, they have also strongly illustrated 
the importance of an increase in the rank and file 
the regular army. The views of this subject sub- 
mitted by the seeretary of war, in his report, meet 
my entire concurrence; and are earnestly commenc- 
ed to the deliberate attention of congress. In his 
connection it is also preper to remind you, that 
the defects in our present militia system are every 
day rendered more apparent. The duty of making 
fnrther provision by law for organizing, arming and 
disciplining this arm of defence has been so repeat- 
edly presented to congress by myself and my pre- 
decessors, that I deem it sufficient on this occasion 
to refer to the last annual message, and to former 
executive communications, in which the subject 
has been discussed. 

It appears from the reports of the officers charg- 
ed with mustering into service the volunteers call- 
ed for under the act of congress of the last session, 
that more presented themselves at the place of ren- 
dezvous in Tennessee than were sufficient to meet 
the requisition which had been made by the secre- 
tary of war upon the governor of that state. This 
was occasioned by the omission of the governor to 
apportion the requisition to the different regiments 


of militia, so as to obtain the proper number of 


troops, and no more. It seems but just to the pa- 
triotic citizens who repaired to the general rendez- 
vous, under circumstances authorising them to be- 
lieve that their services were needed, and would be 
accepted, that the expenses incurred by them while 
absent from their homes, should be paid by the go- 
vernment. I accordingly recommend that a law to 
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this effect be passed by congress, giving them a 
compensation which will cover their expenses on 
the march to and from the place of rendezvous, and 
while there; in connection with which, it will also 
be proper to make provision for such other equita- 
ble claims, growing out of the service of the mili- 
tia, as may not be embraced in the existing laws. 

On the unexpected breaking out of hostilities in 
Florida, Alabama and Georgia, it became necessary, 
in some cases, to take the property of individuals 
for public use. Provision should be made by law 
for indemnifying the owners; and I would also re- 
spectfully suggest whether some provision may not 
be made, consistently with the principles of our go- 
vernment, for the relief of the sufferers by Indian 
depredations, or by the operations of our own troops. 

No time was lost after the making of the requi- 
site appropriations, in resuming the great national 
work of completing the unfinished fortifications on 
our seaboard, and of placing them in a proper state 
of defence. In consequence, however, of the very 
late day at which those bills were passed, but little 

rogress could be made during the season which 

as just closed. A very large amount of the mo- 
neys granted at your last session, accordingly, re- 
mains unexpended; but as the work will be again 
resumed at the earliest moment in the coming 
spring, the balance of the existing appropriations, 
and in several cases, which will be laid before you 
with the proper estimates, further sums for the like 
objects, may be usefully expended during the next 

ear. 

The recommendations of an increase in the engi- 
neer corps, and for a reorganization of the topogra- 
phical corps, submitted to you in my last annual 
message, derive additional strength from the great 
embarrassments experienced during the p pest 
year, in those branches of the service, and under 
which they are now suffering. Several of the most 
important surveys and constructions directed by re- 
cent laws, have been suspended in consequence of 
the want of adequate force in these corps. The 
like observations may be applied to the ordinance 
corps, and the general staff, the operations of which, 
as they are now organized, must either be frequent- 
ly interrupted, or performed by officers taken from 
the line of the army, to the great prejudice of the 
service. 

For a general view of the condition of the milita- 
ry academy, and of other branches of the military 
service not already noticed, as well as for fuller il- 
lustrations of those which have been mentioned, I 
refer you to the accompanying documents, and 
among the various proposals contained therein for 
legislative action, I would particularly notice the 
suggestion of the secretary of war for the revision 
of the pay of the army, as entitled to your favorable 
regard. 

The national policy, founded alike in interest and 
in humanity, so long and so steadily pursued by 
this government, for the removal of the Indian 
tribes originally settled on this side of the Missis- 


 sippi, to the west of that river, may be said to have 


been consummated by the conclusion of the late 
treaty with the Cherokees. The measures taken 
inthe execution of that treaty, and in relation to 
our Indian affairs generally, will fully appear by 
referring to the accompanying papers. ithont 
dwelling on the numerous and important topics 
embraced in them, I again invite your attention to 
the importance of providing a well-digested and 
comprehensive system for the protection, super- 
vision and improvement of the various tribes now 
planted in the Indian country. The suggestions 
submitted by the commissioner of Indian affairs, 
and enforced by the secretary, on this subject, and 
also in regard to the establishment of additional 
military posts in the Indian country, are entitled to 
your profound consideration. Both measures are 
necessary for the double purpose of protecting the 
Indians from intestine war, and in other respects 
complying with our engagements to them, and of 
securing our western frontier against incursions, 
which otherwise will assuredly be made on it.— 
The best hopes of humanity, in regard to the abo- 
tiginal race, the welfare of our rapidly extending 
settlements, and the honor of the United States, 
are all deeply involved in the relations existing be- 
tween this government and the emigrating tribes. 
I trust, therefore, that the various matters submit- 
ted in the accompanying documents, in respect to 
those relations, will receive your early and mature 
deliberations; and that it may issue in the adoption 
of legislative measures adapted to the circumstances 
and duties of the present crisis. 

You are referred to the report of the secretary of 
the navy for a satisfactory view of the operations 
of the department under his charge, during the 
In the construction of vessels at the 


ships and squadrons at sea, that branch of the ser- 








vice has been actively and usefully employed. — 
While the situation of our commercial interests in 
the West Indies required a greater number than 
usual of armed vessels to be kept on that station, it 
is gratifying to perceive that the protection due to 
our commerce in other quarters of the world has 
not proved insufficient. Every effort has been 
made to facilitate the equipment of the exploring 
expedition authorised by the act of the last session, 
but all the preparations necessary to enable it to 
sail has not yet been completed. No means will 
be spared by the government to fit out the expedi- 
tion on a scale corresponding with the liberal ap- 
propriation for the purpose, and with the elevated 
character of the objects which are to be effected by 
it. 

I beg leave to renew the recommendation made 
in my last annual message, respecting the enlist- 
ment of boys in our naval service, and to urge upon 

our attention the necessity of further gee ie 
eed to increase the number of ships afloat, and to 
enlarge Fey ae the capacity and force of the 
navy. ‘The increase of our commerce, and our po- 
sition in regard to the other powers of the world, 
will always make it our policy and interest to che- 
rish the great naval resources of our country. 

The report of the postmaster general presents a 

tifying picture of the condition of the post office 
epartment. Its revenues for the year ending the 
30th of June last, were $3,398,455 19, showing an 
increase of revenue over that of the preceding year 
of $404,878 53, or more than 13 per cent. The 
expenditures for the same year were $2,755,623 76, 
exhibiting a surplus of $642,831 43. The depart- 
ment has been redeemed from embarrassment and 
debt, has accumulated a surplus exceeding half a 
million of dollars, has largely extended, and is pre- 
paring still farther to extend, the mail service, and 
recommends a reduction of postages equal to about 
20 per cent. Itis practising upon the great princi- 
ple, which should control every branch of our go- 
vernment, of rendering to the public the greatest 
good possible, with the least possible taxation to 
the people. 

The scale of postages suggested by the postmas- 
ter general recommends itself, not only by the re- 
duction it proposes, but by the simplicity of its ar- 
rangement, its conformity with the federal curren- 
cy, and the improvement it will introduce into the 
accounts of the department and its agents. 

Your particular attention is invited to the subject 
of mail contracts with rail road companies The 
present laws, providing for the making of contracts, 
are based upon the presumption that competition 
among bidders will secure the service at a fair 
price. But on most of the rail road lines, there is 
no competition in that kind of transportation, and 
advertising is therefore useless. No contract can 
now be made with them except such as shall be ne- 
gotiated before the time of offering, or afterwards, 
and the power of the postmaster general to pay 
them high prices, is practically without limitation. 
It would be a relief to him, and no doubt would 
conduce to the public interest, to prescribe, by law, 
some equitable basis upon which such contracts 
shall rest, and restrict him by a fixed rule of allow- 
ance. Under a liberal act of that sort he would 
undoubtedly be able to secure the services of most 
of the rail road companies, and the interest of the 
department would be thus advanced. 

he correspondence between the people of the 
United States and the European nations, and par- 
ticularly with the British islands, has become very 
extensive, and requires the interposition of con- 
gress to give it security. No obstacle is perceived 
to an interchange of mails between New York and 
Liverpool, or other foreign ports, as proposed b 
the postmaster general; on the contrary, it promi- 
ses, iy the security it will afford, to facilitate com- 
mercial transactions, and give rise to an enlarged 
intercourse among the people of different nations, 
which cannot but have a happy effect. Through 
the city of New York most of the correspondence 
between the Canadas and Europe is now carried 
on, and urgent representations have been received 
from the head of the provincial post office, asking 
the interposition of the United States to guard it 
from the accidents and losses to which it is now 
subjected. Some legislation appears to be called 
for, as well by our own interest, as by comity to 
the adjoining British provinces, 

The expediency of providing a fire-proof build- 
ing for the important books and papers of the post 
office department, is worthy of consideration. In 
the present condition of our treasury, it is neither 
necessary nor wise to leave essential public interests 
exposed to so much danger, when they can so rea- 
dily be made secure. There are weighty considera- 
tions in the location of a new building for the de- 
artment, in favor of placing it near the other ex- 
ecutive buildings. 


The important subjects of a survey of the coast, 
and the manufacture of a standard of weights and 
measures for the different custom houses, have been 
in progress for some years, under the general direc- 
tion of the executive, and the immediate superin- 
tendence of a gentleman possessing high scientific 
attainments. At the last session of congress, the 
making of a set of weights and measures for each 
state in the union was added to the others by a joint 
resolution. 

The care and correspondence as to all these sub- 
jects have been devolved on the treasury department 
during the last year. A special report from the se- 
cretary of the treasury will soon be communicated 
to congress, which will show what has been accom- 
plished as to the whole, the number and compensa- 
tion of the persons now employed in these duties, 
and the progress expected to be made during the 
ensuing year, with acopy of the various corres- 
pondence deemed necessary to throw light on the 
subjects which seem to require additional legisla- 
tion. Claims have been made for retrospective al- 
lowances in behalf of the superintendent, and some 
of his assistants, which I did not feel justified in 
granting; other claims have been made for large in- 
creases in compensation, which, under all the cir- 
cumstances of the several cases, I declined making 
without the express sanction of congress. In or- 
der to obtain that sanction, the subject was at the 
last session, on my suggestion, and by request of 
the immediate superintendent, submitted by the 
treasury department to the committee of commerce 
of the house of representatives. But no legisla- 
tive action having taken place, the early attention 
of congress is now invited to the enactment of some 
express and detailed provisions in relation to the 
various claims made for the past, and to the com- 
pensation and allowances deemed proper for the 
future. 

It is further respectfully recommended that such 
ey the inconvenience of attention to these du- 
ties by the chief magistrate, and such the great 
pressure of business on the treasury department, 
the general supervision of the coast survey, and 
the completion of the weights and measures, if the 
works are kept united, should be devolved ona 
board of officers, organized specially for that pur- 
pose, or on the navy board attached to the navy de- 
partment. 

All my experience and reflection confirm the 
conviction I have so often expresssed to congress, 
in favor of an amendment of the constitution, which 
will prevent, in any event, the election of the pre- 
sident and vice president of the United States de- 
volving on the house of representatives and the 
senate: and I therefore beg leave again to solicit 
your attention to the subject. There were various 
other suggestions in my last annual message, not 
acted upon, particularly that relating to the want 
of uniformity in the laws of the District of Colum- 
bia, that are deemed worthy of your favorable con- 
sideration. 

Before concluding this paper, 1 think it due to 
the various executive departments to bear testimo- 
ny to their prosperous condition, and to the ability 
and integrity with which they have been conduct- 
ed. It has been my aim to enforce in all of them a 
vigilant and faithful discharge of the public busi- 
ness, and it is gratifying to me to believe that there 
is no just cause of complaint from any quarter, at 
the manner in which they have fulfilled the objects 
of their creation. 

Having now finished the observations deemed 
proper on this, the last occasion I shall have of 
communicating with the two houses of congress 
at their meeting, I cannot omit an expression of 
the gratitude which is due to the great body of my 
fellow citizens, in whose partiality and indulgence 
I have found encouragement and support in the 
many difficult and trying scenes through which it 
has been my lot to pass during my public career.— 
Though deeply sensible that my exertions have 
not been crowned with a success corresponding to 
the degree of favor bestowed upon me, I am sure 
that they will be considered as having been direct- 
ed by an earnest desire to promote the good of my 
country; and I am eesti by the persuasion that 
whatever errors have been committed will find a 
corrective in the intelligence and patriotism of 
those who will succeed us. All that has occurred 
during my administration is calculated to inspire 
me with increased confidence in the stability of our 
institutions, and should I be spared to enter upon 
that retirement which is so suitable to my age and 
infirm health, and so much desired by me in other 
respects, I shall not cease to invoke that beneficent 
Being te whose providence we are already so sig- 
nally indebted for the continuance of his blessings 
on our beloved country. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 





Washington, Dec. 6, 1836. 
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Statement of distribution of surplus revenue of $30,000,000 among the several states, agreeably to the num- 
ber of electoral votes for president, and according to the constitutional mode of direct taxation by repre- 


























sentative population, and the differences arising from those two modes of distribution, as per census of 1830. 
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Maine, . . ° P 399,454 0 999,371 1,020,408 21,037 
New Hampshire , ‘ 269,327, 7 673,813 714,286 40,473 
Massachusetts, 610,408 4 1,527,144; 1,428,571 98,573 
Rhode Island, 97,192; 4 243,159 408,163 165,004 
Connecticut, ; , 297,665) 8 744,711 816,327 71,616 
Vermont, . . ‘ ° 280,652 7 702,147 714,286 12,139 
New York, 1,918,578) 42) 4,799,978) 4,285,714 514,264 
New Jersey, 319,921; 8 800,392 816,327 15,935 
Pennsylvania, . 1,348,072) 30) 3,372,662) 3,061,225 311,437 
Delaware, ; ; ‘ ; 75,431; 3 188,716 306,122 117,406 
Maryland, ; ° ‘ aes... 405,842) 10} 1,015,352) 1,020,408 5,056 
Virginia, ; 1,023,502} 238) 2,560,640) 2,346,939 213,701 
North Carolina, 639,747; 15) 1,600,546) 1,530,612 69,934 
South Carolina, 455,025) 11; 1,138,400) 1,122,449 15,951 
Georgia, 429,811; 11 1,075,319| 1,122,449 47,130 
Alabama, 262,507; 7 656,751 714,286 57,535 
Mississippi, 110,357; 4 276,096 408,163 132,067 
Louisiana, 171,904) 5 430,076 510,204 80,128 
Tennessee, 625,263} 15) 1,564,309) 1,530,612 33,697 
Kentucky, 621,832) 15 1,555,725, 1,530,612 25,113 
Ohio, 937,901; 21 2,346,479) 2,142,858 203,621 
Indiana, 343,030 9 858,206 918,368 60,162 
Illinois, 157,146 5 393,154 510,204 117,050 
Missouri, 130,419 4 326,288 408,163) 81,875 
Arkansas, 28,557, 3 71,445 306,122 234,677 
Michigan 31,625 3 79,121) 306,122 227,001 
11,991,168] 294| $30,000,000) $30,000,000) $1,486,291) $1,486,291 

















On motion of Mr. Grundy, five thousand copies 
of the message and the accompanying documents 
were ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Kent, then arose and addressed the chair as 
follows: 


Mr. President: Youder vacant seat, heretofore so 
ably and so faithfully filled, but too significantly 
indicates the object of my addressing you at this 
time. 

I rise, sir, for the purpose of announcing to you 
and to the senate the melancholy intelligence of the 
death of my very worthy and excellent colleague, 
the late Ronert H. Gotpssporoven. He depart- 
ed this life during the late recess, after a short 
i!Iness, in the midst of his usefulness, and at a pe- 
riod when we should have been justifiable in allot- 
ting to him many years of vigorous health. 

But few individuals have occupied a greater 
space in public estimation in his native state than 
Mr. Gotpsgoroven. He filled, from an early pe- 


riod of bis life, with no inconsiderable degree of 


reputation, various public stations, and was twice 
elected to a seat in this body. eer - the ad- 
vantages of a liberal education, which had been 
well improved, with the most polished address, he 
was ever found a ready and efficient debater, re- 
markable for his courtesy and politeness. He was 
truly said to have been “a man of manners and of 
letters too.” 

Mr. Goldsborough’s exertions for the benefit of 
his fellow men were not confined to public life. 
He was prominent as an agriculturist, making fre- 
quent and judicious experiments, enforcing his 
views by very able essays, thereby directing the 
attention of the agriculturist to such objects as 
were calculated to ameliorate and improve the con- 
dition of his exhausted lands. Truly exemplary in 
all the relations of private life, as a friend, neigh- 
bor, and in the domestic circle, he was unrivalled. 

To me personally, his loss is truly afflicting. A 
severe hoarseness, under which I have labored for 
some time, obliges me to be thus brief. I beg leave 
to offer the following resolution: 

‘Resolved, That the members of the senate, from 
a sincere desire of showing every mark of respect 
due to the memory of the hon. Robert H. Golds- 
borough, deceased, late a member thereof, will go 
into mourning for him one month, by the usual 
mode of wearing crape round the left arm.” 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Kent, the senate then adjourn- 
ed. 

December 7. Mr. Brown, senator from North 
Carolina,and Mr. Nicholas, senator from Louisiana, 
were present to-day in the senate chamber. 

The chair presented the following documents 
from the treasury department; which were several- 
ly read, and ordered to be printed, viz: 

A statement of the disbursements for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the government, so far 














as connected with the functions ef the first and 
fifth auditors; 

A report on the execution of the treaty with the 
Chickasaws; 

A report on the importation of paupers, in obedi- 
ence to a resolution of the senate of the last ses- 
sion; 

A report on marine hospitals; 

Copies of the accounts of the disbursing officers 
of the treasury; 

A message was received from the president of 
the United States by the hand of Andrew Jackson, 
jr. esq. his secretary, with copies of the corres- 
pondence between the president and Mrs. Madi- 
son, on the death of her illustrious consort, entered 
into in compliance with resolutions of both houses 
of congress, at the last session of congress. All of 
which was ordered to be printed. 

The chair presented the report of the commis- 
sioner of the public buildings for the year 1836. 
Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Knight gave notice that he should to-morrow 
ask leave to introduce a bill to allow a drawback of 
duties on imported hemp. 

Mr. Benton gave notice that he should again offer 
his expunging resolution at an early day. He then 
offered the following resolution, which, of course, 
lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the annual statement of the com- 
merce and navigation of the United States be here- 
after printed under the direction of the secretary 
of the treasury, and be communicated in a print- 
ed form as soon as possible after the commence- 
ment of each stated session of congress. 

The senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, Dec. 5. At 120’clock, the speaker (the 
hon. James K. Polk, of Tennessee) took the chair 
and called the house to order. 

The roll of members having been called over by 
the clerk, ( Walter S. Franklin, esq.) the following 
gentlemen answered to their names, viz: 

From Maine—Jeremiah Bailey, George Evans, 
John Fairfield, Joseph Hall, Leonard Jarvis, Gor- 
ham Parks, Francis O. J. Smith. 

From New Hampshire—Benning M. Bean, Robert 
Burns, Samuel Cushman, Franklin Pierce, Joseph 
Weeks. 

From Massachusetts—John Quincy Adams, Geo. 
N. Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Caleb Cushing, 
Samuel Hoar, Abbott Lawrence, Levi Lincoln, 
Stephen C. Phillips, John Reed. 

From Connecticut—Elista Haley, Samuel Ingham, 
Lancelot Phelps, Isaac Toucey, Thomas T. Whit- 
tlesey. 

From Rhode Island—Dutee J. Pearce. 

From Vermont—Heman Allen, Horace Everett, 
Hiland Hall, Henry F. Janes, William Slade. 

From New York—Samuel Barton, Abraham Boc- 
kee, Matthias J. Bovee; John W. Brown, Churchill 


- 


ee 


C. Cambreleng, Graham H. Chapin, Timothy Childs, 
John Cramer, Ulysses F. Doubleday, Able Hun- 
tington, Gerrit Y. Lansing, George W. Lay, Gideon 
Lee, Joshua Lee, Stephen B. Leonard, Thomas C, 
Love, Abijah Mann, jr. Wm. Mason, John McKeon, 
Eli Moore, Valentine Effner, Dudley Farlin, Philo 
C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, Ransom H. Gillett, 
Francis Granger, Gideon Hard, Abner Hazeltine, 
Hiram P. Hunt, Sherman Page, Joseph Reynolds, 
David Russell, William Seymour, Nicholas Sickles, 
William Taylor, Joel Turrill, Aaron Vanderpoel, 
Aaron Ward, Daniel Wardwell. 


From New Jersey—Philemon Dickerson, Thomas 
Lee, James Parker, William N. Shinn. 

From Pennsylvania—Jos. B. Anthony, Michael 
W. Ash, Andrew Buchanan, George Chambers, 
William Clark, Edward Darlington, John Galbraith, 
James Harper, Samuel S. Harrison, Joseph Hen- 
derson, Edward B. Hubley, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
John Klingensmith, jr. Henry Logan, Job Mann, 
Thomas M. T. McKennan, Jesse Miller, Henry A. 
Muhlenberg, David Potts, jr. Joel B. Sutherland, 
David D. Wagener. 

From Delaware—John J. Milligan. 

From Maryland—Benjamin C. Howard, Daniel 
Jenifer, Isaac McKim, James A. Pearce, John N. 
Steele, Francis Thomas, George C. Washington. 


From Virginia—James M. H. Beale, James W. 
Bouldin, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Walter Coles, 
Robert Craig, James Garland, George W. Hopkins, 
Joseph Johnson, George Loyall, Edward Lucas, 
William McComas, Charles F. Mercer, William S. 
Morgan, John M. Patton, John Taliaferro, Henry 
A. Wise. 

From North Carolina—Jesse A. Bynum, Henry 
W. Connor, Edmund Deberry, Micajah T. Haw- 
kins, James J. McKay, Ebenezer Pettigrew, Wil- 
liam B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Lewis 
Williams. 

From South Carolina—William I. Grayson, Hen- 
ry L. Pinckney. 

From Georgia—Seaton Grantiand, Charles E. 
Haynes, Jabez Jackson, George W. Owens. 

From Kentucky—Chilton Allan, Lynn Boyd, John 
Calhoun, John Chambers, Richard French, Wil- 
liam J. Graves, Benjamin Hardin, James Harlan, 
Albert G. Hawes, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph R. 
Underwood, John White, Sherrod Williams. 


From Tennessee—Jobhn Bell, Samuel Bunch, Wil- 
liam B. Carter, William C. Dunlap, Adam Hunts- 
man, Cave Johnson, Luke Lea, Abram P. Maury, 
Balie Peyton, James K. Polk, speaker, Ebenezer J. 
Shields, James Standefer. 

From Ohio—William K. Bond, John Chaney, 
Thomas Corwin, Joseph H. Crane, Thomas L. Ha- 
mer, Elias Howell, Benjamin Jones, William Ken- 
non, Daniel Kilgore, Sampson Mason, Jeremiah 
McLene, William Patterson, Jonathan Sloane, Da- 
vid Spangler, John Thompson, Samuel F. Vinton, 
Taylor Webster, Elisha Whittlesey. 

From Louisiana—Henry Johnson, Eleazer W. 
Ripley. 

From Indiana—Ratliff Boon, John Carr, John 
W. Davis, Amos Lane. 

from Mississippi—John F. H. Claiborne, David 
Dickson. 

From Illinois—Zadok Casey, John Reynolds. 

From Alabama—Reuben Chapman, Joab Lawler. 

From the territories—Joseph M. White, delegate 
from Florida; George W. Jones, delegate from Wis- 
consin. 

The following members, elected to fill vacancies 
during the recess, appeared, were qualified and 
took their seats: 

Orris Holt, from Connecticut, in place of Andrew 
T. Judson, resigned. 

Rutger B. Miller, from New York, in place of 
Mr. Beardsley, resigned. 

John J. Pearson and James Black, from Pennsy)- 
vania, in place of John Banks and Jesse Miller, re- 
signed. 

Wm. Chetwood, from New Jersey, in place of 
Philemon Dickerson, resigned. 

James Graham, whose seat was vacated by a vote 
of the house at the last session. 


Archibald Yell, of Arkansas, being the first repre- 


sentative from this new state, also appeared, was 
qualified and took his seat. 


A message was received from the senate, by Mr. 
Lowrie, their secretary, acquainting the house that 
the senate was ready to proceed to business, and 
had passed a joint resolution to appoint a commit- 
tee from both houses to wait upon the president of 


both houses is assembled, and ready to receive any 
communication he may have to make them. 
Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Pearce, of Rhode 
Island, a committee of three, on the part of the 
house, was ordered to be appointed to wait upon 





the president of the United States, in conjunction 


the United States and infarm him that a quorum of 
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with the senate’s committee, for the purpose above 
ed. 
sti fr. Blisha Whitilesey moved the adoption of the 
following order: 
Ordered, That the several standing committees 
be now appointed tee to the standing rules 
and orders of the house. [That is, that the speaker 
be authorised now to appoint them; in the event of 
which order, they would be agreed upon by the 
speaker, and announced to the house by the read- 
ing of the journal on the opening of to-morrow’s 
itting. 
aa oon said that it had been usual not to make 
the appointment until the first Thursday in the first 
week of the session, and that it was then customa- 


ry for the house to adjourn until the following 
Monday. 


: oppose the adoption of the order. 


Mr. Whittlesey said he hoped no gentleman would 


 Jeast that no motion would be made for a further 


7 leon gee than to-morrow. 


It certainly had 
een the usage, of late years, not to appoint the 


- committees until the close of the first week. For- 
' merly, however, the committees had been appoint- 
- ed on the first day of the session, and he could see 
- no reason why the appointment should be postpon- 
- ed. Why should a week be idly spent before the 
- house proceeded to business? It seemed to him 
- that the business should be commenced immediate- 


| ly. 


He called the attention of the members to the 


position in which the house found itself at the close 
of the last session; and he warned them that such 
' would again be their position, unless the business 
- was vigorously commenced in the early part of the 


session. 


At the commencement of a new congress 


4 (Mr. W. said) there was undoubtedly some: reason 
' why the appointment of the committees should not 
' tako place immediately; the members had to be- 


_ come personally acquainted with the speaker. But 
' no such reason existed now. 


He implored the 


' members he called upon every gentleman to aid 
_ him in transacting the business of the house; and, 
' with that view, to second him in his endeavors for 


' its immediate commencement. 


There were only a 


' few members absent, and he hoped that, at the fur- 
| thest, the house would not consent to a further ad- 
| journment than to-n.orrow. 


Mr. Boon assured the gentleman from Ohio that 


' he had no desire to embarrass the proceedings of 


| the house. 
' member that the business should be commenced 
forthwith. But only one hundred and seventy-six | J 
' members had answered to their names; and it was 
seme that a number of the members who had 


He was fully as anxious as any other 


een appointed on certain committees at the last 


_ session of congress would be deprived of having 
_ their names again placed on the same committee, 
or any other. 
time to make the appointments; and for this, as well 
' as for other reasons which were perfectly satisfac- 
» tory to his own mind, he wonld move that the fur- 


The speaker, moreover, required 


ther consideration of the subject be postponed until 
Thursday next. 
Mr. Mercer said that he concurred with the gen- 


| tleman from Ohio, (Mr. E. Whittilesey,) in the views 
| he had expressed, and that he (Mr. M.) would not 


repeat the arguments he had used in support of 
them. But he would suggest that the absence of a 
member should not be considered as a reason why 
that member should not be placed on a committee. 
The members not present were most probably on 


| their journey to the city, and he saw no inconve- 


hience resulting from an appointment made in their 
absence. 

The speaker said that, unless the house altered 
the rule, he could not appoint an absent member to 
4 committee. 

Mr. Mercer moved that the further consideration 
of the subject be postponed until to-morrow; and 
suggested that the house should provide that the 
appointment on a committee of an absent member 
should not operate as a disqualification to serve. 

Mr. E. Whittlesey called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion of Mr. Boon to postpone the consi- 
(eration of the subject until Thursday next. The 
yeas and nays were ordered, and, being taken, were 
he 33, nays 148. So the motion to postpone was 
ost. 

Mr. Mercer then withdrew his motion to postpone 
Until to-morrow, and moved to amend the motion of 
Mr. Whittlesey by adding the following words: “And 
that the absence of a member shall not be regarded 
as a disqualification for an a eee upon a com- 
Inittee.”? Mr. .4. Mann moved that the house do now 
adjourn. The speaker suggested that no day had 
been fixed for the consideration of the order. Mr. 
Wardwell then moved that the further considera- 
tion of the order be postponed until to-morrow; 
Which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. 4. Mann, it was ordered that 
the daily hour to which the house should stand ad- 


He hoped, at}: 





soornen should be 12 o’clock, until otherwise order- 
ed. 
On motion of Mr. Wardwell, the usual regulation 
for supplying the members with newspapers was 
adopted. 

And, at one o’clock, on motion of Mr. 4. Mann, 

The house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Dec. 6. Several other members appear- 
ed and took their seats, viz: 

From Maine—Moses Mason, jr. Massachusetis— 

Geo. Grennell, jr. Pennsylvania—Andrew Beau- 
mont, William Heister and John Laporte. Mary- 
land—James Turner. Virginia—George C. Drom- 
goole. North Carolina—William Montgomery.— 
South Carolina—Francis W. Pickins and James 
Rogers. Georgia—Jesse F. Cleveland and Thomas 
Glascock. Indiana—Jonathan McCarty. Illinois 
—William L. May. 
Mr. D. J. Pearce rose and informed the house 
that the joint committee appointed on yesterday to 
wait on the president of the United States, and in- 
form him that the two houses had convened, and 
were ready to receive such communication as he 
might think proper to make, had performed their 
duty; and that they had been directed by the presi- 
dent to say that, at 12 o’clock this day, he would 
make a communication in writing to both houses. 


Mr. E. Whittlesey gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, submit a motion to alter the 15th rule 
of the house, which is now in the following terms: 


“15. After six days from the commencement of 
a second or subsequent session of any congress, all 
bills, resolutions and reports, which originated in 
the house, and at the close of the next precedin 
session remained undetermined, shall be resume 
and acted on in the same manner as if an adjourn- 
ment had not taken place.” 

Mr. W’s motion provides that the rule be so 
changed as that the house proceed to the transaction 
of the said business immediately. 


Mr. Gillett gave notice that he would, on to-mor- 
row, submit a motion that so much of the 106th 
rule as provides—‘‘Nor shall any rule be suspend- 
ed, except by a vote of at least two-thirds of the 
members present: nor shall the order of business, 
as established by the rules of the house, be post- 
poned or changed, except by a vote of at least two- 
thirds of the members present,”’ be repealed. 


The annual message was received from the presi- 
dent of the United States, through Andrew Jackson, 
jr. esq. his private secretary; and was read at the 
clerk’s table. 

[For the message, see this day’s proceedings of 
the senate. ] 

The reading of the message having been com- 
pleted, Mr. Zoyall moved that it be referred to the 
committee of the whole house on the state of the 
union, and that 15,000 copies, with the accompany- 
ing documents, be printed for the use of the mem- 
bers, and also 5,000 copies of the message without 
the documents. Mr. Briggs wished to modify this 
resolution by ordering that the 5,000 copies be fur- 
nished to the house within two days. He under- 
stood that this had been done on former occasions. 
Mr. Loyall assented to the modification, and the re- 
solution thus modified, was carried. 


The speaker laid before the house communica- 
tions received from several departments, as follows: 

A communication from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, containing a statement of the annual receipts 
and expenditures. 

The annual report of the secretary of the treasu- 
ry relative to the state of the finances. 

A communication containing the annual report 
of the commissioner of the land office. 

A communication containing an estimate of ap- 
—— which will be required for the service 
of the year 1837. 

And, also, a statement presented by the clerk of 
the house, of the contingent expenses of the house 
for the past year. , 

These several communications, on motion of Mr. 
E. Whittlesey and Mr. Cambreleng, were ordered to 
lie upon the table, and to be printed. The com- 
mittees not yet being appointed, that course was 
adopted instead of a reference of them. 

Mr. E. Whittlesey then moved to proceed to the 
consideration of the order for the appointment of 
committees; but, before taking the question, 

On motion of Mr. Parks, the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Dec. 7. After the reading of the 
journal, with which every day’s sitting opens— 

Mr. Claiborne, of Mississippi, addressed the house 
as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: It is only a few years since I 
witnessed from that gallery the affecting honors 
paid to the remains of a distinguished representa- 
tive frem the state of Mississippi.* Since that pe- 





*Hon. Christopher Rankin. 


riod, she has lost two sons,* eminent for talents, in 
the public service, and you are now called on to 
render the last homage to the memory of another. 
The time that has intervened since the death of my 
lamented colleague saves me the painful duty of 
being the first to communicate it to his friends, now 
resent. He died, sir, as he had lived, through a 
ife of extraordinary vicissitudes, with characteris- 
tic fortitude, with but one wish ungratified—a wish 
so natural to the human heart—that, in his dark 
hour of dissolution, he might be supported by his 
nearest and best beloved, and the cherished beings 
that grew up and clustered around his fireside. 


Sir, let death come when it will, in what shape it 
may, in the battle or the shipwreck, or in the soli- 
tude of the cloister, it is appalling to human con- 
templation. But when it overtakes us in a distant 
land, and we know that our last moments of agony 
and infirmity are to be witnessed by stranger eyes, 
and are conscious that we must be carried down to 
an unwept grave, where no kindred dust shall min- 
gle with ours forever, and the last hope of home 
and of family fades from our filmed view, oh! sir, 
this 1s death! this it is to die! Such was the desti- 
ny of my colleague, “by strangers honored and by 
strangers mourned;” his dying message was for 
those broken hearted ones, now in widowhood and 
orphanage—his expiring sigh a prayer for them! 

r. ryeryery I shall pronounce no eulogy on the 
dead. Let his history speak it. For twenty years 
he preserved a high position in the public service, 
and died poorer than when he entered it, leaving to 
his children the riches of an honorable name. [If it 
be praise to have lived beloved and die unreproach- 
ed, then it is due to him. 


It now only remains for us to pay the final honors 
to his memory—sad, because it seems like breaking 
the last link that binds the living to the dead; so- 
lemn, when we reflect how soon, how very soon, 
some friend now present may invoke the same tri- 
bute for ourselves! 

I offer you, sir, the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, in testimony of their respect for 
the memory of David Dickson, late a representative 
from the state of Mississippi, the members of this 
house will wear crape for one month. 

This resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Haynes, of Georgia, then rose, and address- 
ed the chair as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: On me has devolved the mourn- 
ful duty of announcing to this house the death of 
one of its members, my friend and colleague, the 
hon. John Coffee, of Georgia. For a considerable 
portion of the last session of congress, he labored 
under severe indisposition, which at different pe- 
riods detained him from the service of the house.— 
Although his symptoms were so mitigated before 
the adjournment as to enable him to resume the re- 
gular discharge of his official duties, no radical 
amendment had taken place, and with gradually in- 
creasing force his disease closed his existence in 


the bosom of his family, in the month of Septem- 
ber last. 


[n speaking of a departed friend and colleague, 
the language of eulogy might be excused; but to 
those who have been associated with general Coffee 
in the labors of this house for the last three years, 
such language would be unnecessary. 

Suffice it to say that, in his domestic and social 
relations, he was eminently characterized by affec- 
tionate kindness and courtesy, and that public du- 
ties were discharged with honor to himself and fide- 
lity to his country. As the usual mark of respect, 
I offer the following resolutions: 

Resolved, unanimously, That this house has re- 
ceived with the liveliest sensibility the annuncia- 
tion of the death of the hon. John Coffee, a repre- 
sentative from the state of Georgia. 

Resolved, unanimously, That this house tenders to 
the relatives of the deceased the expression of its 
sympathy on this mournful event; and as a testi- 
mony of respect for the memory of the deceased, 
the members will wear crape on the left arm for 
thirty days. 

These resolutions were unanimously agreed to; 
and then, on motion of Mr. Cushman, the house ad- 
journed. 





THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS, 

In the senate. The vice president laid before the 
senate a communication from the secretary of war, 
making the annual report required by law touching 
the expenditure of the contingent fund in the se- 
veral offices of that department. 

Also, a communication from the secretary of 


state containing a similar report of expenditures in 
that department. 





*Thomas B. Read and Robert H. .idams, of the 








U.S. senate. 
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Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
navy of a similar tenor; which several documents 
were, on motion of Mr. King, of Alabama, ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Ewing gave notice that he should on Mon- 
day next, introduce a joint resolution to rescind the 
the treasury order of the 11th day of July, 1836, to 
make uniform the currency receivable for the pub- 
lic revenue, [requiring the payment of specie for 
the public lands.] 

essrs. Moore and Tipton gave similar notices 
respecting several private bills. 

On motion of Mr. King, of Alabama, it was 

Resolved, That the senate will, on Monday next, 
at 1 o’clock, proceed to the election of a secretary 
of the senate, in the room of Walter Lowrie, esq. 
resigned. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, it was ordered that, 
on Monday next, the senate would appoint its stand- 
ing committees. 

r. King, of Alabama, on leave, introduced a 
bill to amend an act entitled an act for the better 
organization of the district courts of the United 
States within the state of Alabama; which was 
read once, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Knight of Rhode Island, on leave, introduc- 
eda bill to allow a drawback on imported hemp, 
when manufactured into cordage and exported. 

Mr. Benton, on leave, introduced a bill making 
appropriation for the collection of materials and the 

urchase of sites, and to commence the construc- 

ion of certain fortifications, and for other purposes; 
also, a bill to increase the present military establish- 
ment of the United States; also, a bill for the relief 
of the heirs of gen. William Eaton. 

All these bills were passed to a second reading. 

Mr. Walker, of Mississippi, on leave, introduced 
a bill to advance to each of the states of Alabama 
and Mississippi, one million of dollars, chargeable 
upon the 2 per cent. fund of said states, respective- 
ly, to be appropriated by said states toward the con- 
struction of a railway from Brandon, Mississippi, to 
Cahawba, Alabaina; which bill was read once and 
ordered tv a second reading. 

The following resolution, moved by Mr. Benton, 
of Missouri, being under consideration— 

Resolved, That the annual statement of the com- 
merce and navigation of the United States be here- 
after printed under the direction of the secretary of 
the treasury, and be communicated in a printed 
form as soon as possible after the commencement 
of each stated session of congress. 

Mr. Benton advocated this resolution on the 
ground that great delay was unavoidably incurred 


in printing this document, and that the senate was | 


usually a year in arrears in its reception. After 
some remarks from Mr. Knight, who inquired whe- 
ther any extra copies were to be printed under the 
resolution, and said that as the document was a pro- 
fitable one to the printer, the number of copies and 
the price of printing ought to be stated, &c. Mr. 
Benton called for the reading of the original order 
under which the document was ap genet. some 
delay occurring in turning to it, the subject was, 
for the present, laid on the table, and the senate 
adjourned. 

In the house of representatives. [The hon. John 
Young, elected a member from the state of New 
York, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the re- 
signation of Philo C. Fuller, appeared on Tuesday, 
was qualified and took his seat.] 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the order of the 
house for proceeding to the appointment of com- 
mittees with the amendment of Mr. Mercer, of Va. 
“that the absence of a member be not considered 
as disqualifying him for appointment on any of the 
committees,” was taken up. The amendment was 
then disagreed to and the appointment of the com- 
mittees ordered. 

Mr. Evans moved that when the house adjourn, 
it adjourn to meet on Monday, which was agreed to. 

A message was received from the president of 
the United States, by the hands of Andrew Jack- 
son, jr. esq. his private secretary, concerning the 
Jate ex-president Maprson, &c. [The correspon- 
dence shall have a place in the next “‘Register.’’} 

Mr. Patton moved that this subject be referred to 
the joint committee on the library. 

The speaker observed that the committee on the 
part of the house was not yet appointed. 

Mr. Patton then moved that the said committee 
be now appointed, which was agreed to; and the 
message and accompanying documents were refer- 
red accordingly. 

The speaker communicated to the house various 
communications received from the president and 
departments, Viz: 

A letter from the president of the United States, 
communicating a report of the commissioner of 
public buildings, showing the progress made in the | 


A communication from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, transmitting a statement of the expenditures 
of the contingent fund. 

A communication from the same, containing a 
statement of the expenditures incurred for the bridge 
across the Potomac. 

A communication from the same, containing the 
report of the land office, in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of an act of congress to carry into effect the 
treaty with the Chickasaws. 

A communication from the same, containing a re- 
port of the survey of the coast of the United States. 

These communications were severally, on motion, 
ordered to be laid on the table and to be printed. 


Mr. Davis, of Indiana, then rose, and addressed 
the chair as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: Painful as the duty may be, it is 
mine of this morning to announce to the house the 
decease of another of its members. 

My friend and colleague, the hon. George L. 
Kinnard, died at Cincinnati on the 25th ult. after a 
few days of suffering much more severe than ordi- 
narily falls to the lot of mankind in passing that 
dread ordeal. The immediate cause of his death is 
perhaps well known to this house and to the coun- 
try. It was his misfortune to suffer from one of 
those appalling accidents which are of but too fre- 
quent recurrence upon our steamboats, by the burst- 
ing of their machinery. He, too, like one of our 
associates whose death was announced on yester- 
day, died among strangers, yet among friends. At 
the hospitable mansion of the hon. Robert Lytle, 
(where he paid the great debt of nature), he receiv- 
ed the most unremitting attention and kindness, as 
also the most unwearied services of those who rank 
among the first in the profession of medicine; but 
all would not do—the Omnipotent fiat had gone 
forth by which he was called from the service of 
his country to the service of his God. Had I stu- 
died by set phrase to pass a eulogy upon his cha- 
racter, I should find words two cold, language too 
inexpressive, to do justice to his virtues. It was 
my good fortune to be favored for many years with 
his acquaintance, and to share largely in his friend- 
ship. With a clear and discriminating mind, an 
honest heart, and an untiring industry, he had ele- 
vated himself to the highest seat in the affections of 
those who knew him best. In all the varied rela- 
tions of life, (to which he was about to add another 
of a sacred and responsible character), he sustained 
the most unsullied reputation, leaving to the world 
indubitable evidence, not only that he was a man 
of .high attainments, but that he was emphatically 
one of God’s noblest works—an honest man. 








various buildings authorised by congress. 


Mr. D. then submitted the following resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That as a testimonial of respect for the 
memory of the hon. George ZL. Kinnard, late a 
member of this house from the state of Indiana, the 
members of this body will wear crape on the left 
arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the connexions and constituents 
of Mr. Kinnard are joined in the sincerest condo- 
lence for the loss of that inestimable man to them, 
to us and to the country. 


On motion of Mr. Lay, the house adjourned. 





DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 

Speculation. A New York paper has been desired 
to address a query to the Aiheney Argus, in refer- 
ence to certain alleged plans for a large speculation 
in flour. It asks the Argus whether it is not true 
that a company has been formed along the line of 
the canal with a capital of 200 or 250 thousand dol- 
lars, for the purpose of speculating on a rise of 
flour, and also, whether some gentlemen high in the 
state government have not embarked in the specu- 
lation? 

Construction of the heart. The following return 
appears on the back of an execution issued by a 
justice not far from this place; the execution, it will 

e recollected, commands the constable to levy the 
debt and costs on the goods and chattels of defend- 
ant, but for want of sufficient distress to take the 
body to the jail of the county. [ Tioga Gaz. 

«Went to house of defendant and found no pro- 

erty, but there being sufficient distress in the fami- 
y I did not take the body to the jail. 

So answers , Constable. 


New Coin. The new fifty cent pieces about to 
be issued from the mint at Philadelphia, are spoken 
of as being of superior workmanship, and in the 
highest degree creditable to the artist, Mr. Gobrecht. 
The beauty and finish are equal to any thing of the 
kind in this country or Europe. 


Heavy losses. The several marine insurance com- 
panies in the city of New York, have ascertained 
that their losses during the past week amount to up- 
wards of one hundred and sixty thousand dollars. 





os 





General Jacob Morton, who was for more than 
twenty years clerk of the common council of New 
York, and filled many important public stations 
died suddenly in that city on Saturday last. 


Rathbun’s estate. The remainder of his personal 
estate, and all the real estate and land contracts 
will be sold at Buffalo, Jan. 16th. The lands lie i; 
the city and at the Falls, and are very choice selec. 
tions; but the pressure on the money market will 
cause them to go at a greatsacrifice. The personal 
estate already sold is $115,000, though estimated by 
Rathbun at $455,000. [NV. Y. Star. 


A naval court martial has been ordered to convene 
at Washington, on Tuesday, the 6th day of Decem. 
ber, for the trial of lieutenant S. D. Downing, and 
such others as may be brought before it. The 
court to consist of commodore James Biddle, pre- 
sident, com. C.G. Ridgely, capt. J. B. Nicholas, 
capt. F. A. Parkes, capt. David Connor, master 
commandant E. A. F. Vallette, master com. J. H. 
Aulick, lieut. French Forrest, lieut. Ralph Voor 
hees, members, 

James Dunlap, esq. of Georgetown, to be judge 
advocate. 


The prevailing system in operation at New Or- 
leans for obtaining seamen is attended with oppor- 
tunities of extortion that are occasionally practised 
with a widely grasping hand. Recently the shi 
Grace Brown, cleared at that port for Liverpool, 
was compelled to pay $60 per month in order to 
obtain acrew. The former rates were but $18. 


The Natchez Courier states that the citizens of 
that place have subscribed seventy thousand dol- 
lars towards the capital stock for the erection ofa 
steam ship to run between New York and Natchez. 


A hurricane chasing a gold mine. A furious hur- 
ricane took place on the 18th of November in 
Rutherford county, North Carolina. It unroofed 
the houses, blew down the fences, and carried off 
the fodder stacks of several planters near Ruther- 
fordson, besides leveling forests to the ground and 
blocking up the roads with their huge trunks. Its 
length was ten miles and its breadth a quarter of a 
mile. Among other freaks it took up a chicken 
house, and filled the air with a flock of fowls, turkeys 
and ducks. About five miles north of Rutherford- 
son, a vein of gold has been traced at least three 
miles, and a large company has commenced operat- 
ing upon a portion of it, with every prospect of 
realizing a large profit on their investment. The 
gale encountered this vein at one end, pursued it 
for the whole three miles, with as much exactness 
as the most skilful mineralogist would trace it, 
through its various windings, literally sweeping 
every thing before it. 

Loss of packet ships. The ship Ajax, captain 
Hiern, from New York, for Mobile, was driven 
ashore on the 14th of November, near Tiger Creek, 
Carysfort reef. The ship is a total loss—part of 
her cargo had been saved, in a damaged state. Thc 
A. had on board one hundred and twenty passen- 
gers. We are happy to state, that not a single life 
was lost. The ship Champion, from New Orleans, 
for Havre, was lost on Key Sal, about the 12th of 
hd mais The passengers had arrived at Ma- 
anzas. 


Singular preservation. A letter to a gentleman 
of Philadelphia, dated Bellefonte, Penn. November 
28, says that a stage containing three passengers 
was, on the preceding evening, within a mile of 
that place, overset by a wagon and precipatated 
into a Spring creek, down a rocky precipice be- 
tween thirty and forty feet deep, and at an angle of 
fifty degrees, and, wonderful to state, no person 
were killed or seriously injured. Two of the horses, 
however, which had plunged into deep water, were 
drowned. 


Alford Hocker, who withheld the poll book of 
Lincoln county, Ky. of which he was sheriff, has 
been appointed postmaster at Stanford in that state. 
This appointment has caused much severe comment, 
and the Danville Olive Branch says, when Hocker 
presented his credentials as postmaster, and de- 


the office, the assistant of the late postmaster de- 
clined complying with the maeee “Sir,” said 
Hocker, “‘by what authority do you refuse to sur- 
render me the office?””?,_ The young man replied, 
“By the same authority, sir, that you refused to 
surrender the Lincoln poll book.” 


By the Providence Directory it appears that 
there are in that town, 77 blacksmiths-—-23 barbers 
—147 clerks—155 jewellers—301 house carpenters 
—33 ship carpenters—106 masons—43 cabinet ma- 
kers—68 tailors—47 draymen—37 lawyers and 33 





physicians. 
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